December
2020

As winter reveals itself and blankets
our surroundings in shades of white, it
can be a time of reflection.
Remembering the first snowfall as a
child and the sheer pleasure of making
snow angels or that first toboggan run.
Taking a walk and being the first to
make footprints on the path and
actually hearing the stillness. Winter
transforms where we live and is such a
wonderful reminder to take a moment
and feel with our eyes.
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This Holiday Season some of what we
do will look different. As a club, we
won't be having our Christmas pot luck
or dinner but we are doing our best to
come up with ideas to keep our
members connected and engaged. Stay
tuned!!!
However you celebrate your Holiday
Season this year, we wish you good
health and joyful moments!
Barbara Husband

“The colour of springtime is in the flowers; the colour of winter is in the imagination.”
~Terri Guillemets~
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
I was born in Scotland and emigrated to Canada at a young age,
living in Scarborough throughout my school years. We raised
our family in Oshawa and my husband and I moved to Brighton
three years ago.
Over the past 15 years, photography has provided me with many
opportunities to learn, travel and make lasting friendships.
My first interest was bird photography and I have spent many an
early morning enjoying quiet time in nature.

Male Bluebird
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
Tufted
Titmouse
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Fox with young kit
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner

Since moving to
Brighton, I am
photographing a
variety of birds
visiting our
backyard feeders.

Northern Flicker feeding young

Baltimore Oriole
feeding young
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
Female
Rose-breasted
Grosbeak

In the last few years, my interest has turned more to
travel/landscape photography. Visits to Alberta, the American
South-West, San Francisco & Yosemite National Park and
Scotland have opened opportunities to see and photograph the
natural beauty around us.
The motivation and satisfaction for me is capturing a moment
in time and remembering what you felt then for years
afterwards.
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
Engadine Meadows, Kananaskis Country, Alberta
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False Kiva, Canyonlands National Park

6

Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
Marshall’s Beach, San Francisco

Isle of Harris, Scotland
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
Flower photography is my new passion, and we plant our
backyard garden with that in mind. I have recently learned how
to digitally paint my flower pictures in Photoshop, a challenging
and creative outlet.
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
I have been a
member of the
Oshawa Camera
Club since 2014
and enjoy the
opportunities
provided in the
Club to challenge
and improve my
photography
skills.
I have been a
member of the
Northumberland
Photography
Club for the past
2 years.
I am an
accredited
Ontario Council
of Camera Clubs’
judge and have
experience
judging at the
local camera
club, provincial
and international
levels.
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner

My main camera body is the Canon 5dMarkIV. I use a Sony a7iii for my
flower/macro photography.
Lenses include:
Canon 100-400mm lens for nature photography (replacing my 500mm
lens, as it is much lighter, and I don’t require a tripod)
Canon 400DO f/4 prime lens
Canon 16-35mm and 24-70mm f/2.8 for landscapes and portraits
Canon 70-200mm f/4 for nature and portraits
Canon 100mm f/2.8 macro (use an adaptor to connect to the Sony a7iii)
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Featured Photographer – Moira Fenner
In terms of a favourite moment in my photography experience, I would
have to say it was in January 2013 when I had the opportunity to join a
small group of photographer friends travelling last minute to Ottawa as
word was out about an irruption of Great Grey Owls. I was excited to be
included and packed my gear and the warmest clothing I had. We drove
through the night to arrive in Ottawa in the early hours of the morning. It
was snowing and there was lots of snow on the ground – the type where
it was difficult to judge how deep the snow was and I found myself sinking
down deeper every so often.
We located a Great Grey Owl (GGO) in the field. This owl is so majestic
and not a common occurrence in southern Ontario, although there
certainly have been visitors from time to time. A few years later, one
frequented Cobourg and was a draw for bird photographers.
As we were
photographing
this GGO, we
realized there
were others in
the field as well,
a total of five of
these beautiful
owls. The snow
was falling, the
GGO was sitting
atop a beautiful
pine tree and it
flew from time
to time. An
absolutely
wonderful
experience.
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Birds in Flight
by Barb Husband

Bird photographers, generally speaking, try to seek out a bird sitting
on an interesting branch or in a unique setting, which is wonderful,
because it makes you look, pay attention, listen, and, most
importantly, stay in the moment of your surroundings.
Now..... get that bird or any bird in flight!!! That can be a very
challenging and rewarding experience!
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Birds in Flight (by Barb Husband)
Depending on the situation, you may be able to observe the bird flying
and see if there's a pattern to its flight and if there's a particular tree it
goes to. A bigger bird is easier to track, however, they can be higher in
the sky. Birds tend to take off and land into the wind, so checking the
wind direction can be helpful.
We can't always get out with our camera at the optimal light times but,
ideally, it's golden light in the morning or evening. Try not to shoot into
the sun.
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Birds in Flight (by Barb Husband)

Use the fastest and longest lens you have. 300mm or longer is
usually recommended for bird photography.
For heavier lenses consider a gimbal head or pan head on your
tripod. If you are hand-holding your camera, try to keep your left
hand under the barrel of your lens, your elbows close to your
body, and your legs about shoulder width apart. Some
photographers prefer to have one leg in front.
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Birds in Flight (by Barb Husband)
What do you need for in-flight bird photography?
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Patience!
Shutter speed – a minimum of 1/1000 but you will likely have to
go to 1/2000 and higher.
Patience.
Aperture – this can be a depth-of-field creative choice. Try f6.3
or f8. If the background isn't as blurred as you'd like, go wider
and keep in mind there could be some softness in your shot.
Try to keep your ISO as low as possible but adjust, if necessary,
to get the shutter speed you need.
Did I mention patience.
Use continuous focus, matching your panning speed with the
bird, and shoot in burst mode.
Perseverance.

As with all photography, practice is the key to growing as a photographer.
Do that and it will all fall into place....one click at a time......
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Travel - Alberta
by Moira Fenner

In 2018, my husband, daughter and three-month old grandson
travelled to Edmonton, Alberta to visit our son. We did our first
whirlwind trip through the Rockies. I did manage to get some
pictures, but I knew I wanted to go back again soon.
Throughout the winter I researched popular photography locations
and there are many in Alberta. You can google “best photography
locations xxx” and enter the area you wish to visit, i.e. Canmore, Banff,
etc. There is a lot of information online, including on Pinterest,
Instagram and 500px. I created a document to fill in with our itinerary,
including campgrounds, which I reserved ahead of time to ensure we
had a place to sleep.
It seemed to me that accommodation in the area was both pricey and
scarce. We are not campers, but in 2019 we rented a 24’ RV through
RVezy. This is an organization where you can rent RVs from the owner.
This was a great decision for us. It allowed us to be relatively close to
our morning shoot locations. Also, a great benefit was that we had
our food and bed with us wherever we were. You can buy groceries in
Canmore, Lake Louise and Jasper but there is not much in between.
At our son’s suggestion we decided to travel in September to take
advantage of cooler weather and the turning of the larch trees in
Alberta – a wonderful sight! If you leave it later in September you do
take the risk of running into weather and that means snow. On our
last day we had light snow flurries and driving from Jasper to
Edmonton we drove through snow.
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)
It would make sense to fly into Calgary, however we flew into Edmonton
to visit our son and his girlfriend for a few days before driving south to
pick up our RV. We had never driven one before and the process was so
smooth, with an orientation to the RV and how-to documentation. In no
time we were on our way.
We had a 4-hour drive in our new home away from home to our first stop
- Bow Valley Provincial Park. We stayed there for 3 nights. We hiked the
Grassi Lakes Scenic Trail in Canmore; photographed Three Sisters and
Quarry Lake. I also had noted Rundle Forebay, Mount Norquay Viewpoint,
Two Jack Lake and Lake Minnewanka, but we didn’t make it to those
locations. My favourite picture was taken right behind our campsite.
Bow Valley Campground
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)

Three Sisters, Canmore

Quarry Lake
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)

Wedge Pond

We moved on to Elkwood Campground in Kananaskis Country for 2 nights.
Wedge Pond is a good photo location less than 1 hour south on Hwy. 40.
We hiked to Edworthy Falls (9 km). This was my only disappointment after
seeing what I considered a gorgeous image on Pinterest, which was too
steep and narrow for me to climb down to a good viewpoint. We also
hiked to Chester Lake (10 km). Both hikes had incredible scenery and
opportunities throughout the walk for photography.
Although it is an incredibly popular and iconic Canadian image, I still
wanted to photograph Moraine Lake. I made sure to arrange it for a
weekday in the hopes it wouldn’t be as busy. The closest campground is
Lake Louise Hard-Sided Campground. It is a 14 km drive once you turn into
the road to Moraine Lake.
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)
Before leaving home, I had been warned that it would be busy and we
should be there by 7am. We met other hikers who said you must be there
by 6am so we got there at 5:55am and snagged the very last parking spot.
All the prime tripod locations were taken. Have I mentioned yet that I’m
afraid of heights? Well, I had to buck up if I wanted a chance at the shot and
stand in a somewhat precarious location. As we all waited for sunrise, brief
light flashed through and then a very windy hailstorm and quick snow
shower. A little taste of Alberta!
There are other viewpoints here, but the weather and the light weren’t
conducive to photography for us that day.

Moraine Lake

The iconic Morant’s Curve is close by and some wonderful hiking trails
(Consolation Lakes, Sentinel Pass). If you are considering these and other
hikes, be aware that although the hike may only be 6km (which is a 1 hour
walk around my neighbourhood), you must check the difficulty level and
note that it could take up to 2.5 hours). The mountains are serious
business!
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)
It was time to move on
again and we headed for
Wabasso Campgrounds, 3
hours from Lake Louise.
This part of the drive – the
Icefields Parkway - is
incredibly scenic and you
will likely want to stop
multiple times along the
way. It can be very
difficult/impossible to stop
roadside. Luckily there are
some pull-offs and parking
lots for trails off the
Parkway.

We stopped at the following locations:
Athabasca Falls

There are many
photography opportunities
along this drive, generally
with a short walk from the
parking lot. You may be
familiar with many of these
iconic Canadian locations.
At some locations, such as
Athabasca Falls, there is
certainly more than one
composition. Be sure to
look around, take a short
walk and check out the
area.
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)
Athabasca Falls

Mistaya River and Canyon
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)

Sunwapta Falls

I have seen this composition many times online and when we arrived
people were gathered around some fencing to the bottom left of this
image. I couldn’t see how the vantage point in the picture below could
have been used. Of course, my son was walking around the area and
noticed photographers had perched up higher and to the right to get this
view. You may or may not support going off the trail.
There is a long drive to Maligne Lake, which is well worth the effort with
beautiful scenery the whole way. There is also a good chance of seeing
wildlife on the drive early in the morning.
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)
En route to Maligne Lake

Maligne Lake
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Travel – Alberta (by Moira Fenner)

Maligne Lake

There are so many other beautiful locations to visit for hikes at various skill
levels and for photography. If you are interested in more information, I do
have a more in-depth document on potential locations. Let me know if you
are interested.
In terms of camera equipment, I took my Canon 5dMarkIV with 16-35mm,
24-70mm and 100-400mm lenses. I use a Jobu Algonquin tripod.
It’s important to pack clothing for all kinds of weather. I took my Merino
wool base layer for a September trip and wore it several days. I really like
the Eddie Bauer short down jackets, which can be worn on their own or
under my GoreTex jacket. They are very light, easy to pack and keep you
warm. I also took my rain gear, gloves, good hiking boots and wool socks.
Hopefully opportunities for travel will open up to us soon. I am looking
forward to going to British Columbia next.
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Let’s Get Technical
by Donna Edmonds

A monthly newsletter article to help you to understand
photography and your camera.
Please contact me at NPCprogramdirector@gmail.com with any
questions, to point out any mistakes that I may have made or
suggestions for future articles.

In the past couple of months I have written about the importance of using
and understanding your light meter, about how to understand and use the
photography/exposure triangle, and the principles of photography and
light to achieve your photographic vision. This month I will write about
another important technical aspect of photography which is FOCUS.
Here is a link to a good internet article on focus https://capturetheatlas.com/focusing-in-photography/
The main areas that deal with focus are the focus components within your
lens, the auto-focus (AF) settings in your camera menus, and Depth of
Field (DOF). DOF is at least partially governed by the aperture (opening) in
your lens. In this article, I am going to concentrate on the focus system in
your lens and how to choose your focus settings in your camera’s menus. I
will speak further to focus and Depth of Field in a future article.
How Camera Autofocus Works - The most commonly used focus system
uses sensors to detect contrast in the image. This simply means that the
focus system looks for sharpness or objects with edges (contrast) in a
particular part of an image. If it is blurry, the AF system will adjust the lens’
focus until sharpness/contrast is achieved. When a lens starts to “hunt” for
focus it will move back and forth trying to lock in focus. On single color
surfaces like a black wall, snow or soft surfaces, it might continue to hunt
because the camera needs objects with edges (contrast) that stand out
from the background to be able to acquire focus.
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Let’s Get Technical (by Donna Edmonds)
Factors that can impact AF performance:
Your camera can struggle to autofocus when there is:
1. Not enough light. Your camera’s autofocus likely works great when
you shoot in bright light but it can start to suffer when you move
indoors or to challenging light situations. In low-light conditions, it
is much tougher for your camera to detect contrast.
2. A low-contrast or uniformly coloured scene. There is no clear edge
or contrast for the AF system to find. You need enough contrast in
your frame for it to be able to focus properly.
3. You are too close to the subject. Remember that every lens has a
minimum focusing distance, which is how close you can get to your
subject before the auto focus will cease to work – for example 18
inches.
It is confusing but all that you need to remember is that when you are
choosing your settings for your auto focus there are 2 different focus
components that need to be set. Auto focus POINTS and Auto focus
MODES. Different cameras have different menu words and I see the
word “area” a lot in different camera manuals pertaining to both AF
POINTS and AF MODES.
We are trying to establish how to set our auto-focus so that it will give
us the most control over where the auto-focus locks and how it
behaves once it has locked on to our subject.
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Let’s Get Technical (by Donna Edmonds)
What's the difference between AF (Area) Points and AF (area) Mode?
Auto Focus Points
Auto Focus (area) Points are the little empty squares or dots that you see
when you look through your viewfinder.
I always use single point AF (Area) Points mode
to establish a focal plane (focal planes will be
discussed in depth next month when I write
about depth of field) and once that has been
established or locked, I either take the photo or
move myself or my camera and take the shot.
For the majority of situations, autofocus will be faster and more precise if you
change the AF Area mode to Single point AF area.
Move your single point AF using the “joystick”
or multi-controller selector on the back of your
camera to the area in the frame that you want
in focus
The way in which you access AF mode varies between camera models, but the
options available are largely the same.

When you choose the “Single Point” (Nikon) or “Manual AF Point” (Canon) AFArea Points Mode, the camera only uses one focus point that you choose in your
viewfinder to acquire focus. If you move your focus point up/down/left/right, the
camera will detect contrast only on that particular focus point.
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Let’s Get Technical (by Donna Edmonds)
It is important to note: When you choose Single point focus and SPOT metering
(see September 2020 Let’s Get Technical article in the Monitor for an explanation
of spot metering), the single point (square, dot) that you see through your
viewfinder is now both your Single Point Focus AND your Spot Meter.
The Single Point Area AF mode often requires the camera to lock into focus before
allowing you to take a picture, so if focus is not acquired or your subject moves,
pressing the shutter will do nothing (due to focus error). Some cameras allow you
to change this behavior and by setting the “AF-S Priority Selection” under
“Autofocus” in the custom settings menu to “Release”. This will allow you to take
photos even when the camera detects that the point that you “locked” focus on, is
no longer in focus. Basically, this means that when you have focused and then
changed the scene (recomposed) or the subject moves, the camera then detects
that the area that you have placed your focus point on in your viewfinder no
longer has a focused item in it.
It is not necessary to have the Autofocus set to “Release” when using the
Continuous focus mode/AI Servo/Continuous-Servo focus mode (see Auto Focus
Modes below) as this mode focuses the lens continuously, therefore the camera
will let you take a picture at any time, even if the subject isn't in focus.
The centre AF point offers the greatest precision which you can take advantage of
by pointing it at the feature you want to be sharp. If you wish to focus and
recompose, half press shutter to focus and then, with the shutter release still halfpressed, recompose your picture and press the shutter release fully to take the
shot. Note: Remember to take the focus point and focus plane for your DOF into
account when you recompose.
If you activate all or Group the AF points, then the camera will select which
point(s) it will use to lock focus on. Although the camera is likely to pick out your
chosen subject if it's large enough in the frame, you have no control over what the
camera determines should be in focus. This mode can excel when you're
photographing active subjects against a clean background, such as a bird flying
across a blue sky. The more AF points your camera has, the more accurately it will
be able to track the subject as it moves through the frame.
Auto-area Auto focus The “Auto-Area AF” (Nikon) or “Automatic AF Point
Selection” (Canon) Mode is the “point-and-shoot” method of acquiring focus.
Depending on what you are photographing, it will automatically pick what to focus
on.
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Let’s Get Technical (by Donna Edmonds)
Auto Focus Modes
Auto Focus Modes relate to the way the focus mechanism behaves once focus
has been achieved. Most DSLRs are equipped with several different focus
modes for various situations. Examples of AF modes are Single Shot and
Continuous. It is one thing to photograph a still subject’s portrait, and another
to photograph a running person or a bird in flight. When photographing still
subjects, you generally acquire focus once and take a picture. If the subject
moves, you reacquire focus again and take another picture. But if you have a
subject that is continuously moving, you need your camera to readjust focus
automatically as you take pictures.
Continuous/AI Servo Focus Mode “Continuous/AF-C” (Nikon) or “AI Servo”
(Canon). This mode is used for tracking moving subjects and works for
shooting sports, wildlife and other non-stationary subjects. The way this mode
works, is it analyzes the subject movement and predicts where the subject will
be, placing the focus at the predicted point. The nice thing about the
Continuous mode, is that it will automatically readjust focus if you or the
subject move. All you need to do is continue half-pressing the shutter button
or holding the dedicated AF button if you have one (example: back-button
focusing) on your camera and the autofocus system will automatically track
any movement. Compared to Single Area AF, the Continuous mode is generally
highly configurable and can do complicated tasks, such as tracking subjects.
Single/Continuous Hybrid Mode Some cameras also have another mode
called “AF-A” (Nikon) or “AI Focus AF” (Canon), which is basically a hybrid mode
that automatically switches between Single/One-Shot and Continuous/AI
Servo modes. The way this works, is the camera detects if the subject is
stationary, in which case it automatically switches to Single focus, while if the
subject moves, it will switch to Continuous focus. This is often the default
method on some lower-end DSLRs. For reliable results though, you should
select the dedicated AF mode yourself. I never use this mode as it is too much
of a gamble as to whether the camera will decide on the focus spot that I
want.
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Let’s Get Technical (by Donna Edmonds)
Changing Focus Modes
If you do not know how to change the focus mode on your camera, I
recommend checking out your camera manual because different
cameras handle this differently. For example, all entry-level Nikon
DSLRs require going into the camera “Info” screen or camera AF menu
to change the focus mode, while higher-end DSLRs have a dedicated
switch in front of the camera to toggle between different focus modes.
Choosing the AF mode shouldn't be confused with choosing the AF
Area (Points) mode, which can also be set automatically or manually.

Rotating the dial to “C” will switch
to Continuous/AF-C mode,
rotating the dial to “S” will switch
to Single Area Focus/AF-S mode
and “M” is for switching to
manual focus.

Select an autofocus mode from AF-S or AF-C by pressing the AF-mode
button and rotating the main command dial at the same time.
Remember that AF-S is intended for static subjects, while AF-C is
designed for moving subjects.
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Let’s Get Technical (by Donna Edmonds)
Manual Focus
Some cameras need you to change the focus on the
lens and the camera body. Nikon example: Switch
the Focus mode selector on the side of the camera
body to AF (Autofocus) or M (manual).
When could you use manual focusing?
I use manual focusing almost all the time
with macro photography since the subject
is so small and I want the lens to focus in a
very specific part of the subject. It is very
difficult to get auto-focus to zone in on a
specific part of such a small subject and if I
trust that my diopter for my viewfinder is
set correctly to show me what is in focus,
manually focusing will give me the best
results
Manual focusing can also be used
when you want the focus distance to
remain constant. For example, by
autofocusing on a spot in a rodeo’s
barrel race and then switching the
lens to MF, you can take a sequence
of photos of riders passing that spot,
safe in the knowledge that the AF
system won't refocus the lens
elsewhere.
Manual focusing is also the only
option when the camera can't lock
on. Some lenses allow for full-time
manual focusing, so you can correct
any autofocusing errors made by the
camera on the fly, without having to
switch the lens to MF mode.
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Let’s Get Technical (by Donna Edmonds)
Focusing is an essential part of photography. The viewer’s eyes are
drawn first to the area of a photo that has the sharpest focus which
highlights what’s important in the photo. It is also used as a
composition tool to create mood and enhance story-telling.
This article is about how to understand and use your camera settings
for focusing as opposed to where to focus compositionally, though the
two go hand-in-hand. Once you are comfortable with the way your
camera’s auto focus system is set, you can start to get creative with
where you focus and when to use the different focus modes and
points.
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Here’s a Thought
by Susan Dubois

What does it mean to be a photographer? Although I realize that this is a very
ambiguous question with many different correct answers, I challenge every one of us,
myself included, to ponder its deeper meaning and do some honest soul searching.
A professional photographer will produce what its customers expect and pay for, but
what about the majority of the crowd who are simply hobby photographers?
What makes us tick? What makes us smile and feel good about ourselves as
photographers? From capturing special events, moments, an epic holiday, making
someone else smile, that prize winning photo, gearing our style based on the number
of “likes” on Facebook, bringing a political or environmental cause to the forefront,
padding our ego, learning something new and different, challenging our mind and
broadening our views, simply getting us out of the house, to gaining
satisfaction from knowing that our pictures are making housebound elderly or
handicapped people dream, those are all valid reasons to take pictures.
Although there are many different styles of photography, including many reasons
motivating the hobby photographer, there are two major common denominators that
mar the perfection of an otherwise sublime pastime: bias and judgment.
Ask yourself honestly: when you first see someone else’s picture that differs greatly
from your own style, what is your initial reaction? That reaction will tell you a lot
about your own biases and judgments, or lack thereof. Bear in mind that a negative
reaction is not necessarily a bad thing, providing one learns from it. We have the
potential of becoming better photographers by looking at a picture with a totally
open, unbiased mind, but we have to be willing to let go of our biases and
embrace change.
So how do we do that? Let’s start by asking ourselves a few questions when looking
at a picture. What is the picture telling us? What do we think the photographer is
attempting to portray? How challenging was it to obtain that final picture? How
creative was the photographer? Let’s look beyond the main subject in the picture and
look at creativity, difficulty, uniqueness, lighting, shadows, focus, lines,
composition, depth of field, sharpness, editing, etc. If you can objectively ponder
those questions, it will make you a better photographer.

“A mind is like a parachute; it doesn’t work if it’s not open”.
Frank Zappa
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Patrick’s Tips
by Patrick Romano

Here it comes! It is white. It is cold. It lacks contrast. It reflects light
harshly. But it is beautiful.
SNOW! Scenery, people, objects, animals, Christmas Lights, well you get
the picture, are all difficult to photograph in snow. We have the tools and
general knowledge and know what we want our images to look like and
yet find it difficult for many reasons.
I have come across a few tips that may help us in succeeding in capturing
the images we want and see in our minds. Also, just for fun I’ve added a
few ideas to help you photograph Christmas lights.
Have fun and stay warm while out there.
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Patrick’s Tips

(by Patrick Romano)

How to Capture a Winter Wonderland – Essential Tips for Photographing Snow – By
Hannele Luhtasela-el Showk
13 Snow Photography Tips: A Beginner’s Guide – By Dena Haines
Tips for Photographing Snow – By Darlene Hildebrandt
5 Uncommon Snow Photography Tips That Can Transform Your Winter Scenes. – By
James Maher
How to Stay Motivated to Photograph Nature after Months in the Snow and Cold –
By Valerie Jardin
Why Is The Snow In My Pictures So Blue? – By Peter West Carey
Important Things to Consider When Photographing Winter Scenes – By Jeremy Flint
How to Take Beautiful Bokeh Christmas Images [With 39 Stunning Examples – By
Darren Rowse
How to Shoot Festive Lights from a Car – By Darlene Hildebrandt
How to Photograph Christmas Lights
A Beginners Guide to Capturing Motion in Your Photography – By Darren Rowse
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Buy and Sell
Equipment for Sale by Elisabeth M. La Fontaine:
YONGNUO YN24EXE-TTL Macro Flash Speedlite 5600K with 2 pcs
Flash Heads and Adapter Rings. Compatible with Canon EOS cameras.
($200.00)
Artograph Lightpad 930 lux 9” x 12” ($100.00)
Ameristep Gunner Blind (fits 1 person with tripod and folding chair
for bird photography.) ($20.00)
Cowboy Studio 30” Light Cube diffusion soft box with red, white &
blue Inserts. ($20.00)
CAM RANGER 1 and CAMRANGER PT Hub and MP-360. ($75.00)
https://camranger.com/product/camranger-pt-hub-mp-360/
Collapsible Background black/white 5’x6’ in carry case – no stand.
($20.00)
All equipment all in excellent condition. Offers may be considered.
Pick-up in Grafton, cash only.
Contact Elisabeth at: emlafontaine1@gmail.com
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THE LAST PAGE
by Elisabeth La Fontaine
The end of 2020 is in sight – four more weeks and the calendar will open on a new year.
This year has been difficult, fraught with one disaster after another and best forgotten.
But let’s not go there… Let’s look at some of the benefits of having extra time on our
hands. Let’s look at 2020 as an anomaly. Last February, completely out of the blue, a
Coronavirus pandemic hit the world with a massive blow. Life came to a standstill.
Hospitals filled with the sick and dying and the words Covid 19 introduced a new set of
rules to be adhered to. Here, in Northumberland County we were reasonably fortunate
to avoid this scourge and the community, for the most part, obeyed the rules. Masks,
physical distancing, thorough hand-washing and hand-sanitizers became the norm.
Anyone who so much as coughed through their mask were looked at with horror… too
close, too close!
Home was where we stayed, week after week, month after month. With extra time on
our hands, some of the unfinished projects like painting the bathroom or building a
garden shed got done. Gardens were manicured to within an inch of their lives as we
picked off tomato worms and found that regular ammonia waterings took care of all the
slugs on our Hostas. Long forgotten hobbies were unearthed from layers of junk in
basements. Carpentry, drawing, knitting, embroidery, jig-saw puzzles, and “REAL” board
games were brought into the light and were lovingly played.
Many homes were crowded, with families vying for space for their computers and trying
to connect to a limited stream of internet. Parents, working from home, were helped by
their “tech savvy” teenagers to master computer skills. Children were struggling with
online learning when TV would really be more fun. Other homes housed the occasional
single, lonely occupant.
A new word was introduced into our vocabulary – “ZOOM”. This opened up a plethora
of choices of courses and activities that we could do with our computers, laptops and
iPads providing the instruction: Yoga, Ikebana, Photography, Cooking, Chess – just name
it and there was a course for it. Sources of free courses
https://parade.com/1014515/jessicasager/free-online-courses/
Our meticulously tended gardens were opened up to friends. Wearing masks, keeping
the mandatory 6’ apart and carrying their own refreshments this was “the new
entertaining norm”.
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THE LAST PAGE (by Elisabeth La Fontaine)
Even land-line telephones came back into vogue as distant friends and relatives who
hadn’t yet mastered FaceTime, Skype and Zoom shared their stories of one-upmanship
as they navigated the scourge.
“How’s Aunt Maud?”
“She’s fine, turns 92 next month and still knitting up storms of socks.”
“That’s great,” I replied, “I’m trying out Chocolate Recipes every week – not so good for
the waistline!” and so it went on…
So, now we are approaching another year… 2021 with a faint glimmer of hope that the
rumored vaccines will, like the polio vaccines before them, eradicate the pandemic.
Keep well friends, keep safe and above all keep making beautiful photographs of the
world around us. With all best wishes from “The Monitor Team” for a very Happy
Christmas and Good Health in 2021.
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