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"There are two seasonal  

diversions that can ease 
the bite of any winter.  
One is the January 
thaw.  The other is the 
seed catalogues." 

-  Hal Borland  
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The first month of  the year, 
A perfect time to start all over again, 

Changing energies and deserting 
old moods, 

New beginnings, new attitudes." 
 

ɣCharmaine J. Forde  
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The Town of Cobourgôs Community Services Division and the Experience Cobourg Team is pleased to 
present the Seasonal Photography Contest! 

Cobourg and Northumberland County residents and visitors are encouraged to submit their original pho-
tographs for a chance to win great prizes. Photographers of all skill levels are invited to share their un-
published, original work for any or all of the four seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter with winners 
being announced each season.  Submission Date: Xjoufs;!Gfcsvbsz!37-!3132!up!Nbsdi!9-!3132 

https://www.cobourg.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?keyword=photography&newsId=3748368a-b2dc-
4e53-9c52-63963e75acd9# 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sparkphotofestival.org/ 

https://www.cobourg.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?keyword=photography&newsId=3748368a-b2dc-4e53-9c52-63963e75acd9
https://www.cobourg.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?keyword=photography&newsId=3748368a-b2dc-4e53-9c52-63963e75acd9
https://www.sparkphotofestival.org/
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Alfred Stieglitz - Biography and Legacy 

 

AMERICAN PHOTOGRAPHER AND PUBLISHER 

É2020 THE ART STORY FOUNDATION. 

 

 

Born: January 1, 1864 - Hoboken, New Jersey 

Died: July 13, 1946 - New York, New York 
Movements and Styles: Modern Photography, Straight 
Photography, Pictorialism, Abstract Photography 

Biography of Alfred Stieglitz 

Alfred Stieglitz was born in Hoboken, New Jersey, just before the end of the American Civil War. Born to 

German-Jewish immigrants, Edward Stieglitz and Hedwig Ann Werner, Alfred was the eldest of six chil-

dren. In 1881, the Stieglitz family fled the East Coast and moved back to Germany, hopeful that the German 

school system would challenge young Alfred in the way America's had not. The following year, while en-

rolled at the Technische Hochschule in Berlin, Stieglitz was exposed to photography for the first time. 
  

Edward Steichen ï Alfred Stieglitz, 1915. 

Although Stieglitz studied to be a mechanical engineer, he purchased his first camera in 1882 and shot vistas 

of the German countryside. Indulging his newfound appetite for photography, the self-taught artist practiced, 

researched, and theorized about this instant medium. Throughout the rest of the decade, Stieglitz published 

articles and photos in the British magazine Amateur Photographer. This earned him a reputation among the 

elite European photography circles. In 1890, he moved back to America to rejoin his family after the death 

of his sister Flora. There, he led the Pictorialist movement, which advocated the artistic legitimacy of pho-

tography. 
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Mature Period 

After arriving in New York City, Stieglitz became the owner of the fledgling Photochrome Engrav-

ing Company. Soon he was made co-editor of The American Amateur Photographer, which solidi-

fied his position in the still-niche photography world. 

The self-proclaimed champion of American photography, Stieglitz was in search of the best forum to 

present it to the public. Stieglitz concentrated all of his efforts into launching Camera Work magazine 

- the voice of the Photo-Secessionist movement. The Secessionists concentrated on the technical skill 

and creative possibilities of the photographer, rather than just the image itself. Upon the urging of 

friend and fellow photographer Edward Steichen, he opened an exhibition space called the Little Gal-

leries of the Photo-Secession. It was the first of its kind to place paintings and photographs on the 

same aesthetic plane. 
 

Late Period 

291, as the gallery became known, was the exhibition space for the artistic avant-garde. It exhibited 

Stieglitz's work and the art of other American and European modernists. Friends' work would hang 

beside pieces by Europe's biggest artistic titans like Pablo Picasso, Paul C®zanne, and Henri Matisse. 

A show at the gallery exposed artists and their works to influential people who wrote and spoke 

about contemporary art. Pieces there were seen by writers like William Carlos Williams, collectors 

like Leo Stein, and members of the social elite like Vanity Fair editor Frank Crowinshield. 

Between 1922 and 1935, Stieglitz worked on his Equivalent series. Directing his camera to the sky, 

Stieglitz took photos of clouds, hoping the abstracted images would reflect his artistic intent. 

Cropped close, the images are experiments in shape and composition. Later Stieglitz opened the Inti-

mate Gallery (1925-30) and An American Place (1930-46), both following in the footsteps of 291. 

An exhibition of Stieglitz's own work was hosted by the Cleveland Museum of Art in 1937. 

Stieglitz and O'Keeffe 

Stieglitz first saw Georgia O'Keeffe's artwork in 1916. Without permission or knowledge of the art-

ist, he displayed her drawings on the walls of his gallery. When she objected, he merely stated, "You 

don't know what you've done in these pictures." This would be the starting point of their relationship. 

https://www.theartstory.org/artist/steichen-edward/
https://www.theartstory.org/artist/picasso-pablo/
https://www.theartstory.org/artist/cezanne-paul/
https://www.theartstory.org/artist/matisse-henri/
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"To appreciate the beauty of a snowflake it is necessary to stand out in the cold." 

- Aristotle 

The couple married in 1924, but their personal relationship began shortly after their first meeting. Stieglitz 

used his position as husband, gallery owner, and proponent of modernism to market O'Keeffe as the quin-

tessential female artist of the era. In 1917, Stieglitz began work on the Georgia O'Keeffe - A Por-

trait series. Forty-five of the total 329 photographs depict O'Keeffe in the nude. In many of the photo-

graphs, Stieglitz crops her body, leaving just a naked torso or fetishized body parts. This series was 

O'Keeffe's unveiling to the public. She became famous for three reasons: her art, her husband's photo-

graphs of her, and his insistence that she was the painter of womanhood. 

To see many of Alfred Stieglitzôs photographs, please click on the following link. 

The Alfred Stieglitz Collection | (artic.edu) 
 

(The life and work of Georgia OôKeeffe will be included in The Monitor in the Spring.) 

https://archive.artic.edu/stieglitz/
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If youôre looking to try something new, hereôs a fun project you can try in Photoshop to create an orb from 
any of your existing photographs.  The fun is in trying different photographs until you find one that really 
works for you.  It can be addictive! 

 
 

 Select a photograph and open in Photoshop.  Crop into a square format for a round orb.  You can leave 
the image in a rectangular format to create an oval orb.   

 

Select Filter > Distort > Polar Coordinates > Polar to Rectangular 

 

Select Image > Rotate > Flip Vertical 

 

Select Filter > Distort > Polar Coordinates > Rectangular to Polar 

 

Original Image, cropped in a square format. 
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Round Orb 

 

 

A second example, original image also cropped in a square format  



 8 

January 2021 

 

Round Orb 

 

 

Here is an example of an oval orb, created by Elisabeth LaFontaine. 

 




































