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"There are two seasonal
diversions that can ease
the bite of any winter.
One is the January
thaw. The other is the
seed catalogues."
- Hal Borland
January 2021

The first month of the year,
A perfect time to start all over again,
Changing energies and deserting
old moods,
New beginnings, new attitudes."
―Charmaine J. Forde
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Seasonal Photography
Contests
(From the experience Cobourg web page)
The Town of Cobourg’s Community Services Division and the Experience Cobourg Team is pleased to
present the Seasonal Photography Contest!
Cobourg and Northumberland County residents and visitors are encouraged to submit their original photographs for a chance to win great prizes. Photographers of all skill levels are invited to share their unpublished, original work for any or all of the four seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter with winners
being announced each season. Submission Date: Winter: February 26, 2021 to March 8, 2021
https://www.cobourg.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?keyword=photography&newsId=3748368a-b2dc4e53-9c52-63963e75acd9#

https://www.sparkphotofestival.org/
January 2021
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FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHER
Alfred Stieglitz - Biography and Legacy
AMERICAN PHOTOGRAPHER AND PUBLISHER
©2020 THE ART STORY FOUNDATION.

Born: January 1, 1864 - Hoboken, New Jersey
Died: July 13, 1946 - New York, New York
Movements and Styles: Modern Photography, Straight
Photography, Pictorialism, Abstract Photography

Biography of Alfred Stieglitz
Alfred Stieglitz was born in Hoboken, New Jersey, just before the end of the American Civil War. Born to
German-Jewish immigrants, Edward Stieglitz and Hedwig Ann Werner, Alfred was the eldest of six children. In 1881, the Stieglitz family fled the East Coast and moved back to Germany, hopeful that the German
school system would challenge young Alfred in the way America's had not. The following year, while enrolled at the Technische Hochschule in Berlin, Stieglitz was exposed to photography for the first time.
Edward Steichen – Alfred Stieglitz, 1915.
Although Stieglitz studied to be a mechanical engineer, he purchased his first camera in 1882 and shot vistas
of the German countryside. Indulging his newfound appetite for photography, the self-taught artist practiced,
researched, and theorized about this instant medium. Throughout the rest of the decade, Stieglitz published
articles and photos in the British magazine Amateur Photographer. This earned him a reputation among the
elite European photography circles. In 1890, he moved back to America to rejoin his family after the death
of his sister Flora. There, he led the Pictorialist movement, which advocated the artistic legitimacy of photography.
January 2021
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Mature Period
After arriving in New York City, Stieglitz became the owner of the fledgling Photochrome Engraving Company. Soon he was made co-editor of The American Amateur Photographer, which solidified his position in the still-niche photography world.
The self-proclaimed champion of American photography, Stieglitz was in search of the best forum to
present it to the public. Stieglitz concentrated all of his efforts into launching Camera Work magazine
- the voice of the Photo-Secessionist movement. The Secessionists concentrated on the technical skill
and creative possibilities of the photographer, rather than just the image itself. Upon the urging of
friend and fellow photographer Edward Steichen, he opened an exhibition space called the Little Galleries of the Photo-Secession. It was the first of its kind to place paintings and photographs on the
same aesthetic plane.

Late Period
291, as the gallery became known, was the exhibition space for the artistic avant-garde. It exhibited
Stieglitz's work and the art of other American and European modernists. Friends' work would hang
beside pieces by Europe's biggest artistic titans like Pablo Picasso, Paul Cézanne, and Henri Matisse.
A show at the gallery exposed artists and their works to influential people who wrote and spoke
about contemporary art. Pieces there were seen by writers like William Carlos Williams, collectors
like Leo Stein, and members of the social elite like Vanity Fair editor Frank Crowinshield.
Between 1922 and 1935, Stieglitz worked on his Equivalent series. Directing his camera to the sky,
Stieglitz took photos of clouds, hoping the abstracted images would reflect his artistic intent.
Cropped close, the images are experiments in shape and composition. Later Stieglitz opened the Intimate Gallery (1925-30) and An American Place (1930-46), both following in the footsteps of 291.
An exhibition of Stieglitz's own work was hosted by the Cleveland Museum of Art in 1937.
Stieglitz and O'Keeffe
Stieglitz first saw Georgia O'Keeffe's artwork in 1916. Without permission or knowledge of the artist, he displayed her drawings on the walls of his gallery. When she objected, he merely stated, "You
don't know what you've done in these pictures." This would be the starting point of their relationship.
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The couple married in 1924, but their personal relationship began shortly after their first meeting. Stieglitz
used his position as husband, gallery owner, and proponent of modernism to market O'Keeffe as the quintessential female artist of the era. In 1917, Stieglitz began work on the Georgia O'Keeffe - A Portrait series. Forty-five of the total 329 photographs depict O'Keeffe in the nude. In many of the photographs, Stieglitz crops her body, leaving just a naked torso or fetishized body parts. This series was
O'Keeffe's unveiling to the public. She became famous for three reasons: her art, her husband's photographs of her, and his insistence that she was the painter of womanhood.
To see many of Alfred Stieglitz’s photographs, please click on the following link.
The Alfred Stieglitz Collection | (artic.edu)
(The life and work of Georgia O’Keeffe will be included in The Monitor in the Spring.)

"To appreciate the beauty of a snowflake it is necessary to stand out in the cold."
- Aristotle
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CREATING AN ORB IN PHOTOSHOP
BY MOIRA FENNER
If you’re looking to try something new, here’s a fun project you can try in Photoshop to create an orb from
any of your existing photographs. The fun is in trying different photographs until you find one that really
works for you. It can be addictive!

Select a photograph and open in Photoshop. Crop into a square format for a round orb. You can leave
the image in a rectangular format to create an oval orb.
Select Filter > Distort > Polar Coordinates > Polar to Rectangular
Select Image > Rotate > Flip Vertical
Select Filter > Distort > Polar Coordinates > Rectangular to Polar

Original Image, cropped in a square format.
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Round Orb

A second example, original image also cropped in a square format
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Round Orb

Here is an example of an oval orb, created by Elisabeth LaFontaine.

January 2021
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HERE’S A THOUGHT
BY SUSAN DUBOIS

With the cold season firmly entrenched, many of us find it
occasionally difficult to get the motivation to go out and take
pictures. However, since we all love our hobby and do not wish to
give it up for the next two to three months, what are our options?
Online courses, improving our portrait or macro photography are all
excellent choices, but how about something different? Something
that does not involve picking up a camera, but nevertheless involves
photographs. How about learning to restore some of the old faded
and damaged family photos that haven’t seen the light of day in
decades?

My love of old photo restoration began a few months ago when my mother was doing some serious
housecleaning by getting rid of anything she no longer deemed necessary to her comfortable and sedentary life as an aging senior. When she came across some of her somewhat ancient photo albums, many of
the old family photos dating back to the early to mid-1900's were in various stages of decay; from fading,
discoloration, loss of detail, marks, creases, tears or parts of photos missing entirely. My initial reaction
was to deplore the loss of so much family history; my second thought was to ask myself if and how much
I would be able to bring those photos back to life with Photoshop. Hence, my next challenge was born.
So, where and how do we start? First of all, you need a great deal of focus, attention to detail and patience. Then you need good software programs that will assist you in your endeavour. I personally used
Adobe Photoshop and Silver Efex Pro 2 (part of the NIK collection).
Figure 1 shows the original photo. Notice the fading, heavy yellow discoloration, unsightly marks, creases and all four corners missing, the bottom left representing the biggest loss and challenge.
My first step was to use Silver Efex Pro2 to convert the original to black and white to restore some of the
details. The program has a number of presets that allows you to preview what the picture looks like with
each one.
Figure 2 shows how the simple use of Silver Efex Pro 2 dramatically improved the original.
For the next step, I used the cloning tool in Photoshop to remove the unsightly marks and creases and to
reconstruct small areas that were either missing or faded beyond recovery.
The reconstruction of the bottom left corner was the most challenging due to the woman’s missing right
hand, lower part of her arm, and part of her dress, as well as parts of the latticework and railing in the
background. My only option was to copy and paste her left side onto her right side. Without going into
too much detail, this was accomplished by opening a blank document in Photoshop, then cloning her left
side onto that blank document. The cloned partial image was reversed and subsequently merged and fitted
with my photo being restored. The same process was applied to the latticework and railing in the background.
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Once completed, I adjusted the colour temperature by applying a low density blue filter to get rid of the
warm tones, and finished off by adding an old fashioned border with the use of Silver Efex Pro 2. Figure 3
shows my final restored image.
Once you have collected as many old photos and historic details as possible from the immediate and extended family, and restored those photos, what do you do next? You could email them to the family or take
the time to publish a small book that you can then give away as gifts. Whichever option you choose, you
will bring joy to many family members for taking the time to compile, restore, organize and distribute
those long forgotten memories before they fade into oblivion.

Figure 1

Figure 3
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TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY
MYRA PRITCHARD

Myra Pritchett – Bio
After serving with the Salvation Army for 44 years, Myra,
along with her husband, retired to Port Hope over six years
ago. Shortly after, she joined the Northumberland Photography Club and has greatly appreciated the opportunity to
be inspired and to grow as a photographer. She recently
replaced her ailing Nikon D7000 with a D750. While not
the best quality, her most-used lenses continue to be the 70
-300 and the 24-120. She is passionate about capturing the
beauty in nature and landscapes, particularly in her home
province of Newfoundland & Labrador.

Newfoundland/Labrador Travel Photography
Myra Pritchett
Is Newfoundland/Labrador on your travel bucket-list, once Covid-19 is under control? If yes, the following
information may assist with your planning…

Plan on…




Book your accommodations and transportation well in advance. Covid-19 has struck hard at the tourist
industry, particularly the B&B sector. If you plan on flying, securing a car-rental prior to booking tickets is advisable as car rentals can be as scarce as hen’s teeth during peak season,
Pack for four seasons. Newfoundland’s weather can be unpredictable! There is a good reason why one
popular music band chose to call itself ‘Rain, Drizzle and Fog’! “If you don’t like the weather, wait 5
minutes” was probably first uttered in NL. Pack a rain/wind jacket, along with comfortable footwear.
Leave your umbrella at home!

January 2021
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Stay for a minimum of 10-14 days. Most first time visitors tend to ‘think small’ imagining they can see
everything in 4 or 5 days. To put things in perspective, a drive from St. John’s (East) to Port Aux
Basque (West) is over 12 hours, not taking into account restroom, restaurant and photo stops. One tip
if flying – fly into one airport (Deer Lake) and out from the other (St. John’s), or, vice versa.
Get off the beaten-track. Think colourful scenery, colourful characters and colourful stories. To truly
experience the province one must interact with the locals who’ll be very happy to inform or entertain
you.
Drive during the daylight hours as a safety precaution. There are over 112,000 moose on the island and
they are most active from dusk to dawn.
Have a well thought-out (yet flexible) itinerary. What you wish to see might also determine when you
visit. May and June for icebergs (and fog). July and August is an ideal time to see whales and puffins.
Every month will guarantee spectacular scenery. Keep in mind, many accommodations and attractions
are seasonal.
Try some local delicacies - Moose Burgers, Cod Tongues, Fish & Brewis (pronounced brews), Squid
Rings and Jiggs Dinner are some favorites.

Where to Go & What to See…
A Google search will yield thousands of sites to help you with planning your itinerary but allow me to
share a couple of my personal ‘must visit’ areas…
St Johns. One can easily spend a whole week in the city itself, exploring attractions such as…
Jelly Bean Row, historic architecture, Water Street, the oldest street in North America, Signal Hill, the
best views of city and harbour and the quaint fishing village of Quidi Vidi.

Colourful St John’s
January 2021
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With St. John’s as home base, you can do day trips to…
Cape Spear – Some visitors choose to start the day early and travel the 45 mins to be the first in North
America to witness (and capture) the spectacular sunrise.
Petty Harbour - This picturesque and thriving fishing village, just 15 minutes from Cape Spear, is not to
be missed. For the most amazing fish and chips on the island visit Chafe’s Landing.
Middle Cove/Logy Bay - Just 20 minutes from the city. Go in the evening and enjoy a fire on the beach.
If you visit at the end of June, you can experience the ‘Capelin Roll’ a glittery spectacular pop-up festival
when tens of thousands of small silver fish appear just under the surface of the water.

Witless Bay Ecological Reserve - Boat tours are available, providing visitors the chance to see whales,
puffins, seabirds and icebergs up close and personal.
The Irish Loop - Delightful coastal communities dot this route. For a unique experience, order a picnic
lunch in Ferryland, hike to the lighthouse to take in breathtaking views of the sea. Further along the loop,
visit popular St Vincent’s beach to enjoy the whale’s playful performances!
Cape St Mary’s Ecological Reserve - The scenery along these narrow roads is stunning and the cliffs are
home to a huge gannet colony. The Reserve is 2 1/2 hours from St John’s so it is best to overnight in area
(Clarenville) and travel on to Bonavista the next morning.
Bonavista –Again, consider scheduling at least 2 days to allow unhurried time to explore the historic
town of Bonavista and surrounding areas - a visit to the lighthouse, Dungeon Provincial Park (with
friendly grazing horses and rugged natural beauty) and Elliston, a 15 minute drive.

January 2021

14

Elliston - This tiny gem is a photographer’s paradise! The adorable puffins are often literally at your feet.
This community also claims to be the ‘Root Cellar’ capital of the world.
Trinity - No visit to the area is complete without a visit to this town, steeped in history and culture. The dinner theatre or outdoor pageant will provide a glimpse into past life in outport NL.
The above is just a sampling of places where one can experience the magic of NL. Gros Morne National
Park and the great Northern Peninsula are experiences like no other.
Green Bay South (Central NL)
Let me conclude by zooming in on my ‘neck of the woods’, where many of my landscape photographs saw
the light of day.
Seven of the prettiest little fishing communities in the province (I might be a little biased) are waiting to be
discovered by taking a 30 minute detour off the main highway - two hours east of Deer Lake and 7 hours
west of St. John’s. You can even take a 5-minute ferry ride across to Long Island. In Triton you can do a boat
tour with Captain Mike (Badger Bay Tours) to see whales, bald eagles, icebergs etc. I’m told you can even
request a traditional ‘boil up’ or, have a ‘screech in’ ceremony. Kissing the cod really will make you ‘one of
us’!

A Piece of the Rock
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Above: Ern’s Shed—Robert’s Arm
Below: Northern Peninsula—Rugged Beauty

January 2021

16

Gannets at St Mary’s
Ecological Reserve

Old Caribou Guarding
Deer Lake Airport

Long Island Calm
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BUY AND SELL

WANTED!
The Monitor Team is looking for NPC Members who would like to be a “Featured Photographer” in upcoming editions of The Monitor. We know who has been featured before… so we are looking forward to
meeting the rest of you! The Club is interested in knowing a little about you, what attracted you to photography, what camera you use, what your favourite subjects are to shoot. We’d also like to see some of your
photographs. Please contact a member of the Monitor Team to let us know if you are interested. We won’t
“grill” you, we won’t share your best kept secrets – we are genuinely interested in letting the Club know
about our members. If we don’t hear from you we might just come after you! Many thanks!
Janet Taylor
Moira Fenner
Barbara Husband
Elisabeth La Fontaine

Executive: President: Bryan Marjoram, Vice President: Brendan Flynn,
Secretary: Susan Dubois, Program Director: Donna Edmonds,
Membership Director: Vacant, Financial Director: Stan Kicak,
Technical Director: Jeannie Gane, Outings Director: Sandra Peters,
Outreach Director: Gerry Atkinson, Communications Director: Barbara Husband.
Newsletter co-producers: Moira Fenner, Barb Husband, Elisabeth La Fontaine.
Janet Taylor.
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LET’S GET TECHNICAL
BY DONNA EDMONDS
A monthly newsletter article to help you understand photography and your camera.
Please contact me at NPCprogramdirector@gmail.com with any questions, to point out
any mistakes that I may have made or suggestions for future articles.
As I start to bring together the building blocks of photography in these monthly articles,
I will delve deeper into photography concepts forming upon these foundations. I began
with writing about our light meter (Oct 2020), went on to the photography exposure triangle (Nov 2020), and then to our camera’s focus settings (Dec 2020). This month, I am
writing about Depth of Field (DOF), which is used not only as an essential element in focus, but also creatively. A shallow DOF can produce bokeh and other types of soft focus effects to invoke feelings of warmth
and dreaminess or you can produce a deep DOF which will result in a larger area of sharp focus creating a
crisper look to create stronger emotions.
Depth of field refers to how much of an image is in focus from closest to the camera to furthest away from
the camera. When only one part of an image is sharp - for instance, a single petal on a flower, photographers
say that the picture has a shallow or narrow depth of field. Alternately, a deep or large depth of field has a
far-reaching area of focus, like a broad landscape in which the foreground and background are all relatively
crisp.
The field of focus is the amount of your photo that will be in acceptable focus and goes from 1/3 in front
(nearest to you) of your Focus Point to 2/3 behind (farthest from you) of your Focus Point. How far in front
and behind depends on the aperture that you choose.
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The Depth of Field is affected by 4 main things:
1. Aperture – the opening in the lens – much like the iris in eyes – measured in f-stops.
2. Focus plane – A line of sharpest focus which forms across your photo, parallel to the sensor which is
established by where you place your focus point. Your focus point is established simply by halfpressing your shutter release (or back focus button) on what you want in sharpest focus which is usually the main subject of your photo.
3. Focal length – the distance from the internal focus mechanism in the lens to the sensor. On zoom
lenses the focal length might go from 24-70 mm or 70-300mm etc. and is usually found written on the
side of the lens. A prime lens only has one focal length Example: 105mm, 50mm, etc.
4. Distance between subject and lens and distance between subject and other things in the photo (frame)
1. Aperture – The Aperture is the opening in the lens and is measured in F-stops. Aperture affects the
Depth of Field in the following ways: A larger (more open) aperture, for example, f3.2 will produce a
shallow DOF (less in focus), whereas a smaller (more closed) aperture Example: f16 will give a photo
a deep DOF (more in focus).

F3.2→

f16 →

January 2021

20

In the photos above (Santa) the only thing that was changed was the aperture. The photograph on the left has
softer focus and what is called a “bokeh” effect in the lights behind Santa. The focal point was placed on Santa’s eyes, the lights were about 4-6 ft behind Santa, and the soft cloth in front went from close to the camera
right up to the Santa figurine.
Bokeh is defined as “the effect of a soft out-of-focus background that you get when shooting a subject at the
widest aperture, such as f3.2, f/2.8 or wider.” Simply put, bokeh is the pleasing or aesthetic quality of out-offocus blur in a photograph.
2. Focal (Focus) Plane – The focal plane is the line of sharpest focus that runs across the frame wherever
you place your focus point. It is established by placing your Focus Point (however deep in your field of view
you wish to place your focal point) and runs across the width of the image parallel to the camera’s sensor or
90° to the lens.

On the above left photo of a bowl at the Corning Glass Museum, the point of focus was placed on the back
edge of the bowl. On the above right photo the point of focus was placed on the front edge of the bowl.
The focal plane runs across the photo parallel to the camera’s sensor or at a 90° angle to the lens, therefore
the angle at which you hold the camera in relation to the subject has a big impact on WHERE that line of focus (focal plane) runs through your photo.
In the following 3 photos of a chess set all 3 of the photos were taken using the same aperture of f5.6
In the photo below the four chess pieces are all on the focal plane, (the line of sharpest focus that runs across
the photo parallel to the sensor). The camera is looking straight on to the chess set.
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In the 2 photos below the focal plane was moved from the closest chess piece (left photo) to the 4th chess
piece away from the front (right photo). Shot is taken from the side of the chess set.

Once a focal plane is established by locking your focus point, if you then move your camera, the focus
plane moves with your camera until you either take the shot or establish another focal plane by refocussing.
In other words, if you lock on to the eyes of your subject and then reframe your photo by turning your camera upwards, downwards, sideways etc., your focal plane is still locked on the distance where it first focussed and runs across your frame. In a portrait, reframing your photo after locking focus on the eyes may
put the eyes out of focus when you move the camera to reframe as you have also moved the focal plane.
I use this information to my advantage when shooting landscapes across an open field where there are no
foreground objects to lock focus on. I will focus on the ground 1/3 into the scene to establish a focal plane,
then tilt the camera upwards to reposition how I wish, and take the shot.
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Focal length and distance to subject
It starts to get a bit tricky to think about when you take into account the next two things that influence
DOF. The focal length and the distance from the camera to the subject do basically the same thing to
your subject which is make it larger or smaller in your photo (frame).
Focal length - If we zoom our lens in to a longer focal length (example: 300mm) the subject fills more of
our frame conversely if we zoom our lens out to a shorter focal length (example: 18mm) the subject fills
less of our frame.
Distance - If we get closer or further away from our subject it has the same effect - closer and it fills more
of the frame, further away from our subject it fills less of our frame.
3. Focal length - the focal length of the lens is the distance between the internal opening or aperture
opening in the lens and the camera’s sensor, usually stated in millimeters (e.g., 28 mm, 50 mm, or 100
mm). In the case of zoom lenses, both the minimum and maximum focal lengths are stated, for example a
lens is described as 18–55mm or a 28-300mm zoom lens. When you have a longer focal length ex: 300
mm (left photo) it makes your DOF shallower, when you have a shorter (wider) focal length ex: 90mm
(right photo) it makes your DOF deeper.
In the example below when we look at the individual apples we see that with a shallow DOF (300mm
focal length), only one apple is in focus and with a deep DOF (90mm focal length), many apples are in
focus.

Focal length 300mm f5.6

January 2021
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4. Distance – The distance from the camera to the subject (focal point/focal plane) and the distance from
the objects in front and behind the focal plane. The closer your focus point (subject) is to the camera, the
less of the subject will be in focus.

The settings on both of these photos are exactly the same f3.2, 1/250 sec, ISO 160, 105mm focal length.
The difference in the amount of the tulip that is in focus is because in the photo on the left, I was closer to
the tulip and in the photo on the right, I was further away from the tulip.
Depth of Field can be a difficult concept to get your head around, at least it was for me! There are many
great articles and blogs on the internet. Here is one that I thought explained the concept of DOF really
well.
https://www.lightroompresets.com/blogs/pretty-presets-blog/83513924-understanding-focal-plane-anddepth-of-field
I found that experimenting with shallow and deep depth of fields with a variety of subjects gave me the
inspiration to get very creative with this element of focus in photography. I hope that you will also be inspired to try different apertures, focal lengths, and distances to subjects to create some fascinating photos
with different depths of field.
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Patrick’s Tips
By Patrick Romano

Are you home? Are you in the house? Are you not
visiting friends or relatives? Good thing you are a photographer with super imagination and vision. Well
some of us are anyway. For the rest of us here are
some projects you may want to try. What a wonderful
way to keep sane!
Have fun, have a great New Year and stay safe.
Pat Romano

Just Dew It – Fun with Macro Dewdrop Photography - Rick Ohnsman
Copper, Prisms, and Orbs, Oh My! – 3 Creative Techniques for People Photography - Meredith Clark
DIY Food Photography Props on a Budget - Charlie Moss
How to Use Photography to Teach Your Children Maths, English, Physics and More! - Carl
Spring
Stuck at Home? – Ways Still Life Photography Can Keep Your Skills Sharp - Rick Ohnsman
How to Keep Your Photographic Muscles Flexing During the Times of Isolation - Ana Mireles
10 Things You Can Photograph in Your Home - Matt Murray
Great Photography Ideas for When You Are Stuck Indoors - Megan Kennedy
How Practicing Abstract Photography Can Influence Your Photography - Megan Kennedy USED

Happy New Year
January 2021
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THE LAST PAGE
BY ELISABETH LA FONTAINE
The Last Page – Welcome to a fresh start, 2021
This was written by Elisabeth M. La Fontaine with information taken from an article written by Robert
Lewis, Assistant Editor, Encyclopaedia Britannica in 2017. The photographs were taken from the Internet
Robert Burns Supper - Bing images
December 31st 2020, for many, will be a date that is long remembered. The last day of a year that few of
us will choose to remember. Let us look at one of the traditions that, due to lockdowns, isolation, and
physical distancing will have been missed as we opened the windows to shove 2020 out and welcome
2021 in.

Robert Burns 1759 - 1796
A tradition of bringing in the New Year – or as the Scots call it,
Hogmanay – involves the singing of the well known poem by
Robert Burns, “Auld Lang Syne”. Although this was written in
1788 the poem did not appear until after his death in 1796. The
words are in the Scots language and, translated literally, mean
“For Old Times Sake”. There is no mention of the New Year
by Burns – he claimed that the words were about old friends
having a drink and recalling the adventures they had had during their lives.
Several poems with similar words were in existence before the
time of Burns. Sir Robert Ayton who died in 1638 wrote “Old
Long Syne”. His poem is said to have been the inspiration for
Burns. Then another Scottish poet, Allan Ramsay published a
poem that began with the line “Should Auld Acquaintance be
Forgot” but was different to Burns’ poem thereafter.
The melody was also in existence. The English composer William Shield used a similar tune in his comic
opera Rosina, first performed in 1782. It wasn’t until 1799 that the words and music as we now know them
appeared together. In the 19th century the song became part of the Scottish Hogmanay (New Year’s Celebration). Hogmanay celebrants traditionally sing the song while they stand in a circle holding hands.
The Canadian-born bandleader Guy Lombardo helped make “Auld Lang Syne” a New Year’s Eve tradition
in North America. His band, the Royal Canadians, played the song at the turn of the new year in a series of
popular radio (and later television) broadcasts that began on December 31, 1929, and continued for more
than 30 years.
Many of us sing Auld Lang Syne at the close of the year without giving a thought to the meaning of the
words. Many of us are not even aware that there is more than one verse and a chorus.
I went to a Scottish Boarding School in St. Andrews and in the first three weeks, all new-girls were given a
list of songs to be memorized in their entirety. Songs such as the School Hymn, “Through the Night of
Doubt and Sorrow” – a dreary hymn if ever there was one – also the four verses of the British National Anthem. A cricket playing Girls’ School, “Willow the King Was a Monarch Grand, Three in a row his Courtiers Stand” (Cricket bats and stumps are made from Willow) was a favourite and, of course the Scottish version of “Old Lang Syne”. Perhaps there were others, I don’t remember.
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Here is the original version of Old Lang Syne by Robert Burns:
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld lang syne?
(Chorus)
For auld lang syne, my jo,
For auld lang syne,
We’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
And surely ye’ll be your pint-stowp!
And surely I’ll be mine!
And we’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
We twa hae run about the braes
And pu’d the gowans fine;
But we’ve wander’d mony a weary foot
Sin auld lang syne.
We twa hae paidl’d i’ the burn,
Frae mornin’ sun till dine;
But seas between us braid hae roar’d
Sin auld lang syne.
And there’s a hand, my trusty fiere!
And gie’s a hand o’ thine!
And we’ll tak a right guid willy waught,
For auld lang syne.
May I wish everyone a New Year filled with promise, friendships, good health and an overabundance of HUGS!. May we move from a year of the pandemic to a year where we will
discover again what is “Normal”, the “New Normal”
FOR OLD TIMES SAKE!
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Traditional Burns Supper is
held annually on January 25th

The Address to a Haggis: "Fair fa'
your honest, sonsie face, Great chieftain o' the puddin'-race!"

Traditional fare at a Burns
Supper: “Haggis, Bashed
Neeps and Champit Tatties
with a dram of Scotch”.
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