April, 2011

President’s Message……Brian Hart
Another month has rolled by and we
are that much closer to Spring. It
seems to be such an important
milestone after enduring our winter
weather that we should make more of
it. Perhaps we could consider reviving
some of those Druid festivals to honour
the event. It would be in keeping with
our concerns over the environment but
failing that we may just have to settle
for St. Patrick’s Day and raise a pint of
Guinness to ward off the last of the
cold.
I am feeling good today because I
actually managed to complete one of
my photography projects for the winter.
Last night I shipped off a file to Blurb
that contained my journal and accompanying photographs
of a recent travel vacation. How things have changed!
Twelve years ago I put together a family history book and
although I was aware of the existence of direct-fromdigital presses, the ability to get a one-off publication was
well beyond my reach. I ended up doing everything
myself except for the perfect bindings which I had done
commercially and even that was hard to come by (and
expensive).
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In the intervening years, the creation of
“vanity” presses on the web has really
filled a niche market for writers and
photographers and is opening up a whole
new world of possibilities. It will be
interesting to see how or if the
emergence of electronic readers will
transform the playing field once again.
Now all I have to do is gain the
photographic skills of a Richard Martin
and the writing skills of a Paul Theroux
and I will be able to produce something
that someone else will be interested in!
Plans for the Picture Perfect workshop on
May 14 have been set and I hope all of
the members of the club are going to
reserve that day to participate. It should
be a wonderful event to attend not only to support the club
but as an opportunity to add to your photographic skills
and knowledge.
We are coming to that time of year when we prepare for
our Annual General Meeting in June. On of the required
activities is the formation of a slate of candidates to fill the
executive of the club for the coming year. Our
Constitution specifies that a nominating committee,
comprised of club members who are not part of the
current executive, be formed to put forward a slate for the
acceptance of the members at the AGM. I hope you will
give strong consideration to putting your name forward to
the nominating committee as a member willing to take on
a leadership role in the club or if you are approached by
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the nominating group that you will seriously consider
accepting. We have purposely built a large executive
committee on the basis that; it spreads the work around
and does not create too big a burden for any one person, it
gets more people actively involved in the leadership of the
club, it ensures no one person or small group can unduly
influence the direction and it hopefully inspires an active
rather than passive participation in the club.
By the time you are reading this, the Nominating
Committee will be named. Please give serious

Photography Club Outing: Canada Blooms 2011
by Sharon Thompson
On a cold, drizzling March day, six intrepid members took
off for the Canada Blooms festival at Exhibition Place in
Toronto. A wonderful time was had despite the abysmal
food service (note to self: pack a thermos of tea and
some muffins to eat in the car next year). The exhibition
halls were a mass of colour and texture. Surprisingly, little
scent could be detected from the massed blossoms. That
was disappointing in some ways but good news for those
with allergies. Once you determined that three hours was
not going to be nearly enough time to see everything, you
had to decide what to do. You could wander through all
the self-contained, walled, specialty gardens or stand in
awe of the massive table centerpieces celebrating the
Juno Awards (this year's festival theme). You might
critique the competition award winners or gaze longingly
at the landscaped pools and water features. You might
attend any of the wonderful speaker sessions or dash
through the marketplace buying new garden stuff. Much
as I would have liked to browse the Lee Valley display, I
hurried on by (they get enough of my pension check
when I am compelled to make a pilgrimage to their store
after receiving any of their catalogues).
I won't attempt to elaborate on all the mundane as well
as exotic plants that were present. Suffice to say that they
represented a good portion of a gardening encyclopaedia
be it in seed, seedling, foliage, bud, blossom, or dried
form.
In the exhibit hall, there was everything from a wall of
fully grown cedars fronted by a sea of tulips to a series of
three inch high vignettes mounted on a wall at eye level.
Herbs were pruned into small topiaries. Succulents

consideration to taking on a small slice of the
responsibility to make our club successful in meeting the
expectations of its members. It will only happen if we
continue the success we have experienced in having many
members step forward to help realize their expectations
and fulfill their passion for photography.
Thanks to all the members who joined in to make the
Spring Break program for children at the Port Hope
Library a great success. Wendy and her team did a
wonderful job and the children’s photographs were simply
amazing. A fine example of what an “active” membership
can accomplish!
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proudly stuck out their thorns next to stately orchids and
vibrant azaleas. Containers barely two feet square held
complete gardens of miniature plants and water effects.
A few leafless trees had clear filaments hanging from all
their branches. Suspended at the end of each filament
was a small, clear globe of water holding a blossom. From
a distance, given the large number of globes used, it gave
the illusion of trees in bloom. Elsewhere, a different tree
seemed to hold very long clear filaments made to
resemble a fine waterfall. However, on closer inspection,
those weren't filaments but a fine cascade of dripping
water emanating from tiny holes drilled in the horizontal
branches. What appeared to be tree trunk may have been
an upscale replica with water being piped up the trunk,
out through the branches and down to the retaining basin
to be recirculated. With standing pools of water falling out
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of favour because of mosquitoes carrying West Nile Virus,
an active water feature like that makes good sense. (I had
a career in public health specializing in infectious diseases
- things like West Nile are in my blood so to speak.)
In the recessed areas on the back wall, circulating air
continually moved hanging sculptures of organic and
inorganic materials. A short bush made out of tarnished
copper and whose leaves were literally weeping water into
a small pool almost went home with me. For those with
little inclination to nurture trees, there were tall, silk
screened fabric panels that quite effectively turned booths
into slices of woodland. A special competition featured
dried foliage arrangements intertwined within backless
picture frames. It was very creative and inspiring but
difficult to photograph because of all the voids that
revealed people on the other side. A couple of the exhibits
were set up with yellow or orange backdrops conducive to
showing off the floral entries but they were hard to
photograph because of those colours and the lighting
used for them. Those pictures will definitely need some
photoshopping to make them less garish.
A large circular area with a tree in the middle was set
aside for table centerpieces. Each segment of the circle
hosted one of four beautifully decorated tables with linen,
china, cutlery, and some food, all chosen to enhance the
colour scheme of each centerpiece. Again, difficult to
photograph unless you were going for close-ups. I was
fortunate to be there when the show photographer was
finishing up the shots that she had missed on setup day.
She had helpers holding co-ordinating cloths behind each
table to eliminate the busy background. (I wonder how
one arranges to get in on setup day to follow her
around?)
Opening day was not crowded and we had lots of elbow
room. Everyone was polite and tried to stay out of the
way of those taking pictures. However, having a large
camera around your neck made you the target of
grandparents who wanted you to use their camera to take
pictures of them with their grandchildren. I got to handle
a wide range of cameras that way. Thank God for It was
difficult to select the best things to see and photograph.
Accepting the fact that I only got through half of one of
the halls, I would say that one of the best was that
astonishing herb and grass patchwork floor garden whose
inside panels had been tilted up at different angles like a
set of playground slides. automatic settings on every
camera. It had no colourful blossoms but was a myriad of
textures and had an astonishing variety of colour within
the green spectrum.
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B. Robertson Image
As well, one of the specialty competitions was especially
charming - a variety of children's wagons were carefully
filled with plants and blossoms (I have got to get that red
wagon out of my loft this year and use it). Any of the
gardens would be welcome at my place, especially that
Zen garden. But just how do they get tons of rock,
mountains of sand, fully developed trees, complete rock
walls, a babbling brook complete with bridge, and a
bamboo teahouse into such a small space? We really have
to find out if they would allow photography on setup day
next year. It would be marvellous to pick one of these
gardens and just spend the day photographing how it is
assembled.
Before leaving, we made a fast trek to the Home Depot
booth. That company had virtually branded the show as
their own. Every exhibition volunteer wore the Home
Depot orange aprons, attendees got special Home Depot
carrying bags (yes, one side was orange but they at least
softened it with the pretty festival poster on the other
side), and their sponsorship of speakers was obvious. If
you entered your email address into their garden club on
their Apple I-pads, you got a $10 coupon to use at any of
their stores. However, the downside of their sponsorship
is that all of us will have flashes of bright orange
somewhere in our photos as those orange aproned
volunteers were everywhere. But, on the upside, at least
you could find volunteers when you needed them. One
even got down and retrieved my camera batteries that
had rolled under a recycling bin.
It would be nice to dispense with twenty pounds of
camera equipment and be able to roam around these
events with just a small point and shoot camera in my
pocket. But would the photos be good enough for my
purposes? I had decided to use no flash and no tripod
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that day. I took a DSLR with an 18-55 zoom lens plus my
Cannon point & shoot. (Okay, I admit that I took another
DSLR with a 70-300 lens and macro lenses just in case
but they were not used at all). Most things were
photographed with both cameras so I could compare
notes later. It will be interesting to see the results. But
when will I get time to edit the photographs? The group
arrived back in Port Hope giving me only 5 minutes to
dash to the Northumberland garden lecture series. There
I fell in love with a fragrant witch hazel. I had escaped
Canada Blooms without getting anything more for my

garden, only to succumb to an exotic tree during a local
garden lecture. Now I have to get out the graph paper
and rework my garden layout. St. Fiacre (patron saint of
gardeners) must be laughing somewhere.
Those who missed the festival this year might want to
mark their calendars for March 14-18, 2012. I will be
going next year but, depending on how my photo editing
from this year turns out, I may just take a point and shoot
camera, a packed lunch, and my Visa card. I am reminded
by Euripides that, "among mortals, second thoughts are
the wisest". So, I shall act upon them by upgrading my
point and shoot camera, ordering a witch hazel, and
locating the company that had that weeping copper bush.

Elaine Amenta images

Carol Cherry Image

Carol Cherry Image

Quote: Sometimes I do get to places just when God's ready to have somebody click the shutter. ~Ansel Adams

The Monitor

Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter

NPC Featured Photographer:

pg.5

Bill Crowley

Born in Winnipeg, about the turn of the last century. In a former life, Bill was active in
track and field and was the Canadian Midget half – mile champion and placed second
in his school’s quarter mile event. He also won the senior and mile events in the
Winnipeg High School Championships.
Education: B.SC (Manitoba) in Math, Chemistry and Physics with a major in
Economics.
Bill worked as a Meteorologist with Environment Canada for
almost 30 years, is now retired and living in Port Hope.
Offices held include: Past President of the Winnipeg Gladiolus
Society, North American Gladiolus Council, and Past Chairman of
the Winnipeg International Flower Show Board. Co-editor of the
World of the Gladiolus published by the North American
Gladiolus Council. Bill was awarded the gold medal of the North
American Gladiolus Council in 1974.

Bill has taken numerous courses and workshops on
various aspects of photography. He now works mainly
with digital equipment but, occasionally, uses 35 mm,
medium and large format in both black and white and
colour. He has conducted workshops on portrait
lighting, glamour and figure photography.

Since moving to Port Hope, Bill has concentrated on nature
photography and producing nature slide shows. In recent
years he has rediscovered his love of black and white
photography.

Bill also found time to create and
organize the Northumberland
Photography club!!!

(Thank you, Bill!)

Quote: It's weird that photographers spend years or even a whole lifetime, trying to capture moments
that added together, don't even amount to a couple of hours. ~James Lalropui Keivom
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The Low-down on Bill Crowley cont’d………
Places travelled: Throughout the USA, across Canada, twice to
eastern Quebec. “I now spend so much money travelling in Ontario
that I can’t afford to leave the province!”
Favorite hobbies: Photography, gardening, and listening to classical
music.
“I bought my
first camera in
1960 inspired by
a friend who had
been promoted from copyboy to photographer at the Winnipeg
Free Press.”

“Where do I do most of my image capturing?” Bruce
Penninsula, Manitoulin Island,Torrance Barens, Ojibway
Tallgrass Prairie, Prince Edward County, and Algonquin,
Killarney and Pinery Provincial Parks, Flower Pot Island,
Peter’s Woods, plus quite a few other places. Mostly in Spring,
Summer and Fall – I don’t like the winter cold!”

My Favorite Subjects? Wildflowers, mushrooms, lichens,
landscapes, old buildings, portraits, glamour and nudes!
Bill is currently a member of: The Art Gallery of Northumberland;
the Peterborough Photographic Society; the Northumberland
Photography Club; Photo-Nat (Belleville), the Toronto Digital
Photography Club, the Willow Beach Field Naturalists, the
Northumberland Land Trust, the Owen Sound Field Naturalists,
the Field Botanists of Ontario, the Toronto Entomologists’
Association, Tallgrass Ontario, the Friends of Misery Bay, and
the North American Native Plant Society – just to name a few!!
(Bill, you have certainly packed a lot of living into your years. Your
photography is beautiful! Thank you for sharing all of this with us!
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NPC Outreach Program…submitted by
Wendy Thorn
On Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at 10:30am, NPC welcomed 23
students between the ages of 8-13 to 'How to take Better
Digital Pictures’ at the Port Hope Library during the March
Break.
Russ Donaldson introduced the program we had lined up for
the kids over the next two mornings. Brian Hart spent time
telling the history of photography, starting from the mid1800's up to present day. Through examples of cameras, glass
negatives, film,flash and prints, Brian engaged the students
and also allowed them to pass the various items around,
providing tangible and tactile examples of the equipment used. Interactive questions with
the group showed some of these kids had researched a little on early photography.
Wendy let the students know about a local March Break Photography contest, suggesting they might want
to enter with photographs taken during our workshop. The prizes, though geared towards adults, might be
given to parents in exchange for money if they won!
Following a short slide show provided by Richard Looye, our computer master, we divided up into small
groups going out in the field for photo opportunities. A wealth of locations, the Town Hall, cenotaph,
military cannons and the Ganaraska river, had the kids excitedly clicking away. Guidance from the adults
as to lighting, composition, and subject was received positively by the group. The young photographers
showed their photographs as they were taken for critique or comment. Oh how they loved taking pictures of
one another!
The first day ended with assignments for the children: Take as many photos as you like and pick your two
favourites, putting them on a SD card or memory stick to bring in the next morning.
The next morning 21 students returned to the library for the second half of the outreach program. Richard
Looye loaded the pictures onto the computer and proceeded to create a slide show of the students’ work.
While Richard worked his magic, Sherri Greig gave a talk as to what to do with the pictures once you have
taken them. Samples from club members, framed prints, calendars, posters and self-published books were
on display tables. We also mentioned photographs can be emailed to friends and relatives or posted to Face
book or other photo sharing sites. More than forty pictures were shown on the screen, with time between
each, to ask the photographer why they took a particular shot. The kids were eager to talk about their
photos, the angles, the colours and even the textures of trees. Gentle critique was offered by the camera club
members regarding lighting and composition. The quality of the pictures was surprisingly good from such a
young crowd. A group photograph was taken by Diego. Handouts were given out summarizing the two days
and the March Break photo contest. Quite a few of the kids thanked us on their way out, which was very
satisfying.
Thanks to all committee members who greatly helped this neophyte director put on a fabulous show: Deb

Piercy, Diego Fabris, Brian Hart, Russ Donaldson, Bill Bates, Sherri Greig, and Richard Looye.

( Images captured by Outreach students)
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Slide Show and Photo Essay Submission Guidelines…..by Andreas Gada

By Special Request: Some members have asked that this report be submitted
again.
Photo Essays were the topic at the NPC meeting on March 7. At this meeting we were invited to present a mini
"slide show" that tells a story using six images plus one additional image as a title slide. To assist us in preparing
our presentations the attached is an excerpt from the Slide Show and Photo Essay Submission Guidelines. The
complete document with software specific information is available at:
http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/assets/downloads/SlideShow&PhotoEssaySubmissionGuidelines.pdf If you
have any questions or comments reply to this email or give me a call at 705 924-3109.
Once a year, members have the opportunity to present a short 5-minute “slide show” and a seven-image photo essay on
topics of their choice.
There are many ways of creating a “slide show”. Some are very rudimentary, consisting simply of arranging the images
in a folder in the order in which they are to appear, while others make use of sophisticated software to create stunning
audio visual presentations. The purpose of this document is to describe what formats are most suitable for NPC’s
presentation equipment, the presentation submission process and provide detailed information about software that has
been tested.
NPC Presentation Equipment
The NPC currently uses an Optoma TX1080 HD DLP projector. It has a 16:9 aspect ratio, with a 1920 x 1080 native
resolution and 1.07 billion displayable colours. Complementing the projector is a Wharfedale sound system.
To optimize the image quality of “slide shows” it is important that the software used to create the presentation is
capable of producing a video file that matches the native resolution of the projection equipment and can be played back
full screen. Ideally, the software should be able to create HD (1920 x 1080) presentations with a 16:9 aspect ratio.
Typically these are 1080p, Mpeg-4, and certain types of WMV and QuickTime video files. Other presentation file
formats such as PDF files, Power Point .PPSX files and ProShow executable (.exe) files can be used providing the
appropriate settings were used when the “slide show” was created.
Avoid using video file formats that are designed for use on the web as they do not have sufficient resolution to be
played back full screen. As well, a presentation burned to a DVD for playback in a standard DVD player does not have
sufficient resolution and should be avoided. At the other extreme is the Blu-ray format. This requires a Blu-ray player
which we do not have, so this format should be avoided as well. The laptop currently used for NPC presentations has the
following media players installed. If your presentation plays, using one of these, we should be able to show it. If it does
not, you need to save it in a video format that is supported by one of these media players: x Windows Photo Viewer
x Windows Media Player x VLC Media Player x Quick Time Player x Adobe Reader 9 x PowerPoint 2007.Slide
presentation files tend to be very large (50 – 100 meg) and are not capable of being emailed. They should be copied to
one of the following media and brought to the meeting at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting so that they
can be copied to the presentation computer: a USB Flash drive (preferred), SDHC or Compact Flash memory card or
burned onto a CD or DVD. Presentation files should be named PhotographerName_PresentationName. For example
AndreasGada_NightShoot. If you are using Windows Photo Viewer as the software for your presentation, the folder
containing your images should be named: PhotographerName_PresentationName. E.G. AndreasGada_NightShoot.
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Storing images on-line……..by John Draper
Unless you have your own web site, you need some other place to put your photos on-line. You can use Picassa or Flickr but
your photos won’t get much attention there from the public. Our club has two online places where you can share photos: a
Members’ gallery and an Interactive gallery using “Coppermine” technology.
Members’ GalleriesYou can access these directly from the main menu on our site – currently 16 members have taken
advantage of this. Each member has their own space with room for 8 photos. Each photo is accessed via thumbnail photos
and provides an enlargement to no more than 400px square. Although big enough to see your photo – it’s not big enough to
make a decent print so anyone who wants to steal it will have to look elsewhere. But this gallery does look good with room
for a short bio and description of each photo. If you would like to have your photos in this gallery, send 8 photos to John
Draper together with any descriptions and bio you want included. It’s best if photos are large but their minimum dimension
must be at least 400px. You can pass them to John at a meeting using a USB stick or CD but email may not work because 8
files will likely be too big.
Once your photos are on-line, after a few weeks, anyone doing a Google search for your name (e.g. Mary Talbot Photos) will
find the gallery.
Interactive – Coppermine – Gallery:This is also accessible via the Members’ gallery menu on the web site. Think of this
as being like a personal Picassa – you can upload, caption your photos, categorize them and comment on yours or any other
member’s. It looks good and is reasonably easy to use. Full instructions are included. We are happy if the world sees our
photos but we don’t want spam or hacking. So, to get access, you need to be set up as a member. For this, just email John
Draper at john@cobourginternet.com He will then send you a password – once you are logged on, you can change the
password to your own choice. Currently, 13 members are using this feature.
Elaine Amenta Image

Sharon Thompson Image

“Full Moon”
Russ Donaldson Image

Sharon Thompson Images
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Bob Robertson images

Sharon Thompson Images

Quote: A great photograph is a full expression of what one feels about what is being photographed in the deepest
sense, and is, thereby, a true expression of what one feels about life in its entirety. ~Ansel Adams
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NPC BULLETIN BOARD
(Members submitting to this section should include names, tel. nos. and/or email addresses)
1) www.easternontariophotoshow.com
Thank you for your interest and participation in the 2010 Clic show. This year we are adding more hanging space in the
gallery and an additional catagory for B&W.. Please click on the link to our new web site and view some of last years
winners.
The entry form is there for you to enter again this year. Please pass this site on to other photographers who might be
interested in having their work displayed. Thank you.
2) Sherrie Greig will also be a morning presenter at our upcoming May 14 workshop. She will be discussing:
Sherrie is an amateur photographer that has been capturing our incredible Canadian Landscape since she bought
her first SLR. Sherrie has travelled to communities across Canada from the Islands off the coast of B.C., to the
East Coast and to our Canadian Arctic. How do you capture the feeling and experiences of the places you
travel? ... especially if you are just beginning? In this workshop Sherrie will share some basic tricks that she
have learned to capture the essence of the places and communities that she has visited in Canada.

The slide show will include:
>) Artistic design and composition... How to frame and create movement and balance in your images.
>) Depth of field (Aperture) and shooting in Aperture Priority...what do you want the viewer to see in your
images?
>) Exposure and histogram basics...creating mood and getting the shot you want with the right light.
>) Advantages of Shooting in camera RAW and should I cart my tripod around with me?
3) Does anyone know how to save photos onto a memory stick from Lightroom? I can save onto a cd/dvd but I want to save
onto a stick to be used with a digital picture frame. (Pat Calder)
http://www.northumberlandarts.ca/artists/patricia-calder.htm . http://www.spiritofthehills.org/members/patriciacalder.html
4) An evening of fun, an evening of entertainment and perhaps an evening of.....irreverence. Join the Little Sisters of

Hoboken from NUNSENSE. These tap dancing, crazy Nuns will be in Cobourg April 8,9,10, 14, 15,16 at Victoria Hall
Concert Hall. Come for the fun, have a laugh; as they kick uptheir heels and leave you in stitches. A great night out to help
you forget your troubles. Call Victoria Hall at 905-372-2210 for tickets very soon (you may recognize a face or two in the
cast). Don't wait until we're SOLD OUT. For more information on the Nuns see www.vostheatre.com.

5) Four photographic exhibitions for NPC members to enter: (See the Last Page for more details)
>>Lang Pioneer Village. Date: Wednesday, June 1st – Thursday, June 30th.
>>Eastern Ontario Photographic Exhibition. The Prince Edward County Arts Council, along with Presenting Sponsor
Photo Life Magazine, proudly announces the CALL FOR ENTRIES for the CLIC Eastern Ontario Photo Show and sale
that will take place from July 30th to August 7th, 2011 in the second floor Gallery of Books & Company, 289 Main Street,
Picton, Ontario. This juried show and sale is open to all professional, amateur and secondary or post secondary student
photographers residing in Eastern Ontario. Three professional, experienced jurors will select photographs for the show and
sale, and will choose award-winning photographs in the Adult and Student divisions for both Colour and Black and White
categories. Honourable mentions may also be selected. In addition, Jurors will choose the "Best in Show" award winner, and
a photographer to receive the "Doug Boult Award for Excellence in Photography". The Call for Entry, Official Rules and
Entry Forms can be downloaded from: www.easternontariophotoshow.com.
Deadline for entry is no later than June 22, 2011.
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cont’d…..

>> NPC Fall photography Exhibition: Capital Theatre, Port Hope. October 2011. (See Last Page for more

details)
>> Cobourg

Photo Contest

…in celebration of the Ontario Heritage Conference 2011, Cobourg, ON.

The committee organizing the 2011 Ontario Heritage Conference that will be held in Cobourg from June 3rd to June 5th
have today announced that they are holding a photo contest in conjunction with the conference.
They are looking for photos that capture the heritage of our town. Cash prizes will be awarded in the following
categories:
Best Cobourg heritage streetscape
Best Cobourg heritage building
Best Cobourg heritage architectural feature
Best student entry that captures a part of Cobourg’s heritage
Favourite photo (chosen by delegates to the conference)
All photographs must be 8 x 10 dry mounted on foam core. Entry forms and contest rules are available at
www.cobourgtourism.ca/heritage or at the Cobourg Business and Tourism Centre located at 212 King Street West, 905
372 5481 or 1 888 262 6874. All entries must be delivered to the above address by 4:00pm on Friday May 27, 2011.
Photos will be judged on the basis of content and quality by an independent panel of judges for cash prizes and at their
discretion certificates of honourable mention may also be awarded.
The winning entries will be announced on June 3rd and all entries will be on display in the Victoria Hall Lobby during
the conference on June 3rd and 4th, 2011.
>> 6) Stephen Della Casa writes to say: “I have been corresponding with the editor of Lenswork, Brooks Jensen.
Lenswork features works of professional and amateur photographers and has done so for many years. I am a
subscriber and I look to Lenswork for inspiration. If you wish, we can include a mention of lenswork and its
newsletter in our club newsletter for our members. Take a look and be inspired. Anyone can sign up to receive e-mail
annoucements here: http://www.lenswork.com/emailsignup.htm
>> 7) Neat Photo magazine. Check this out. There is a list of Canadian Photo Clubs

http://emag.marinmediagroup.com/doc/marinmediagroup/photozoom_issue_2/2011022401#0
>> 8) Photozoom Magazine info@photozoommag.com

Quote: “ Nothing happens when you sit at home. I always make it a point to carry a camera with me at all times…I just
shoot at what interests me at that moment. – Elliott Erwitt
Read more: http://www.digital-photography-school.com/photography-quotes#ixzz1Hfd3YAmI
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ProShow Gold Workshop 2011-0
by Bonnie Bird (photography)
and Sharon Thompson (text)
If you are responsible for
assembling members' slide shows for
viewing at a club meeting, it would be easier
if the members possessed and could
competently use the same software. In
theory, that makes sense. And it is on its
way to becoming a reality. Andreas and
Bonnie opened up their home one
evening to put seven interested people
through an intense ProShow Gold workshop. We arrived with our laptops loaded up with the trial software, an assortment of
photographs, and some music. Four hours later, while none of us had a finished slide show, we knew enough to be able to
add photos and apply transitions in time and effect. We understood the rudiments of layering. We could access the colour
and text functions. We could add and clip a soundtrack. And we were able to export in a variety of formats. However, there
were so many different effects that could be applied alone or in combination that it boggled the mind. There even was the
ability to add moving text so that it looks like the galactic opening credits from the Star Wars movie. And you can set the
software up to integrate with whatever software you use to edit photographs. We could be playing with all the bells and
whistles on that program for weeks, if not months. Learning how to edit a sound track and even overlay a second track was
a definite bonus. You almost felt like a cross between a disk jockey and a film editor. Andreas managed to cover all the
basics for making a presentation while patiently keeping us restrained from jumping ahead too fast on the side bits. That
was not an easy task once we started clicking on tabs and playing with all the menu options. That software made
PowerPoint look like a kindergarten primer.
One would think that a workshop in a private home would be awkward and cramped. But it was not. Andreas and Bonnie
had cleared a spacious room and created table set-ups for us, our laptops, cords, mice, and other accessories. A very
large screen was used to project examples from Andreas' computer so we all knew what we were supposed to be doing. And
he patiently flipped back and repeated steps as needed to help us learn to navigate the screen menus, tabs, and tools. As
we all started to play with our images and music, things got a bit more complicated. Trying to get your pop song
synchronized to your slides was tricky when the computers on either side of you were playing Bach or jazz.
Four hours (more like 5 by the time equipment was all hooked up and later dismantled) of intense learning is draining
for students and presenter. However, Bonnie had organized a refreshment break complete with glazed bundt cake and a
wonderfully creamy banana gelato (gotta get me some of that the next time I go shopping). Andreas and Bonnie were very
welcoming hosts. While some of the group went downstairs to examine the special run that Andreas had built for his cats to
go outside at will, others got to see inside the marvellous kitchen cabinet system that Bonnie is fortunate to have.
I am not sure about the others, but I will be purchasing that ProShow software since it can do so much more than
PowerPoint. The remaining question is whether I should get the basic or the more advanced version. I will have to think on
that a bit as, while I may want more features, do I really need them? The ones contained in the basic program will keep me
occupied for a very long time. Thanks to Andreas' workshop, the huge manual that can be downloaded from the website is
less daunting. I figure that, by exploring 4 pages a day, with practice, it will take me three months to get through it all.
A HUGE thank you goes to Andreas for organizing and presenting the workshop. Yaaaaaaaaayyyyyyyy Andreas!!!!!!! I had
fun. I learned a lot. I discovered a new dessert. And I will be dipping into my holiday fund to buy the new software that I
now know that I must have.
Now that cameras have gone digital, we need to upgrade our computer skills as well as our photography skills. Maybe
others members would be willing to share some expertise. Small, informal workshops provide an opportunity for in depth
learning while being less onerous to arrange that a formal, full day workshop. If just a few people need to learn how to do
something, or use a piece of equipment or software, be it photography or computer related, another member could walk
them through it in a couple of hours. Perhaps Larry could poll members on what small bits and pieces they would like to
learn and someone could arrange something for a few people now and them. If you like this idea, please let Larry know. I
might even be able to teach something, for somebody, sometime, maybe. How's that for understated commitment to
get started???
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ProShow Gold workshop images captured by Bonnie Bird. A big “thank you” to both Andreas and Bonnie for
sharing both their home as well as their expertise.

“Note Well”
NPC members who attended Richard
Martin’s recent Port Hope
Presentation, may be interested in this
information sent to us by the
Kingston Photographic Club. Could
this possibly be our NPC outing for
April???

The Monitor

Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter

pg. 15

THE LAST PAGE!!!
And here we are, once more – the Last Page. It’s amazing just how quickly time passes, especially
at the ripe ol’ age of 39 ++. Someone once mentioned that, when I retired, I would be run off my feet
with so many things to do. Being retired, he’d said, would give me time to do all the things I’d been
steeping on the back burner. Of course, he had failed to mention that as we increase in years the time it takes us to do
anything also increases. And I now find my day is half gone while I’m still lying in bed trying to decide what I’m
going to do when I get up!
One activity I, and my dear wife, Dawn, enjoy is entering photographic exhibition/competitions. We get excited about
capturing images that make it past the judges’ scrutinizing eyes and then are included amongst all the other images
that likewise made it into the competitions. To reach this point, one has to first of all, visualize an image with the
potential of becoming a winner. This ain’t easy! To begin with, you have to find a location where such an image could
be lurking and preferably one that few, if any other photographers have captured. Have you ever wondered why so
many professional photographers travel to far off exotic lands to capture images? Having found and then captured
the elusive image, which becomes even more difficult the more often you indulge in this activity, you then have to
prepare it for the exhibition. This includes, among other things, enlarging, framing and deciding on an appropriate
title. In the end, it is all worth the many efforts, especially if your entry proves to be the winner.
Four upcoming exhibitions are listed on our NPC Bulletin Board. (1) Throughout the entire month of June, Lang
Pioneer Village, north of Keene, has invited our photography club to display its members’ images in their McKelvie
Room. This is a spacious venue, with a capacity of 40 – 50 framed enlargements. Start now preparing for this
exhibition. I will soon send out a notice as to when and where your images can be collected as soon as I make these
arrangements with the people at Lang. (2) June 22 is the deadline for submitting your framed or canvas enlargements
to the Eastern Ontario Exhibition in Picton (CLIC). Several of our members displayed their work at this venue last
summer. (3) Cobourg Photo competition. (See Bulletin Board for details). This should be a lively competition with
lots of entries, including, hopefully, many from our club. (4) Northumberland Photography Club Exhibition at the
Capital Theatre in October 2011. The NPC has received permission to hold an exhibition of our members’ work this
coming Fall. Details on “set up” and “take down” dates will be available when these arrangements have been
finalized.
So, there you have it! Four exhibitions/competitions all within the immediate area. Great opportunities for you to
display your artistic endeavours. Who knows? You just might discover you’ve captured a winner!!

NPC Executive
Brian Hart – President… 905 797 2478

Wendy Thorn – Outreach… 705 395 1952

Ray Williams - Vice President … 905 885 4309

Bob Robertson – Outings …905 372 5640

John Draper - Past President … 905 372 5839

Bill Bates – Treasurer… 905 372 0256

Debara Piercey – Secretary… 905 377 8077

Andreas Gada - Audio Visual – 705 924 3109

Diego Fabris – Membership… 905 372 0368

Larry Keeley - Program/Newsletter… 905 885 9288

Please visit our website at
www.northumberlandphoto.ca.

