
 January 2012 

       HAPPY       New          Year!!! 

H                                                                                                                                                  

Dawn Knudsen Photo  
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 President’s Message  

 

My very appreciative thanks goes out to all the members of the club for making participation in this 
organization such a rewarding experience.  Through your energy, ideas and not to forget, your dazzling 
photography we have achieved a great deal together.  There has been a steady progression of ideas and 
innovation incorporated into our meetings to keep us challenged and motivated. There is certainly no fear 
of becoming complaisant if we continue on the same path!                                                                                                      
A quick look at our strengths reveals: 

> a diverse, active and very social membership in terms of  
 
                                                                                                                photo by Dawn Knudsen 
 
  
 
 
 

 

In this issue:  President’s Message – p 2; NPC Featured Photographer – p 3 – 5; 
NPC Outings – p 6 – 8; Russ’ Tips – p 9; NPC Bulletin Board – p 10 – 11;            
The Last Page – p 13 
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President’s Message: 

                                                                                                                    
My very appreciative thanks goes out to all the members of the club 
for making participation in this organization such a rewarding 
experience.  Through your energy, ideas and not to forget, your 
dazzling photography we have achieved a great deal together.  There 
has been a steady progression of ideas and innovation incorporated 
into our meetings to keep us challenged and motivated. There is 
certainly no fear of becoming complaisant if we continue on the 
same path!  

A quick look at our strengths reveals:                                                                       
> A diverse, active and very social membership in terms of 
photographic skills and life experiences, 

> A membership that continues to grow year on year infusing new ideas and opportunities for the benefit 
of all,  
> Self-sufficiency in the technical resources required to display top quality digital still images, slide 
shows and videos, 
> Willingness to share our photographic expertise with the community by reaching out to youth to impart 
an appreciation of photography, 
> Participation in the cultural quality of the community by staging high quality displays of photographic 
prints in public places and 
> The ability to stage special events featuring internationally acclaimed photographers who can share 
their photographic vision with us.                                                                                                                                      
All of these strengths are the result of having a very active and accomplished membership.  My 
appreciation and thanks goes out to all of you who put your time and effort into making this possible.             
If we continue setting the bar higher and higher, I have no doubt in our ability to accomplish whatever we 
set out to do.  It makes for a very bright future for the club! 

All the best to each of you and yours in the New Year.  Brian  

                             

Ormie Van Alstyne photos captured on “Solstice” and Donkey Sanctuary outings. 
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                          Alasdair Colin Gillespie 

  

Name some places where you have travelled:  Alberta, Vancouver Island, Twillingate, NL, Scotland, 
Portugal, Cuba, Florida, Mexico, Caribbean, Nova Scotia, P.E.I.  

Favorite hobbies/pastimes:  Yoga, Cycling, Cross Country Skiing, Photography         

When/how did you develop an interest in photography?    Until I joined the Club 3 years ago, I was an 
“ABC” photographer  -  Anniversaries, Birthdays, Christmas.  After purchasing my first SLR camera 2 
years ago, my photographic pursuits have intensified.  

When and where do you do most of your “image capturing”?    I think practising the craft of 
photography always is best accomplished close to home.  It’s a challenge to find something different 
about familiar subjects and subject matter. Travel always adds the opportunity for capturing unique 
images.  Like all photographers, finding time to do all the things you want to accomplish can be a 
challenge in itself!

Which camera(s) make(s) and model(s) do you use?  Canon Rebel Tli 

What are your favorite subjects to photograph? It’s impossible to pick a favourite but I seem to find an 
attraction to the abstract zone.  Whatever makes a good photograph.  It’s what is available when I have a 
camera in my hand.



Where were you born?  Ops Township, ON. (Yes, just one 
“o”in Ops.)                                                                                  
Current residential area?  Cobourg                                         
Occupation?  Teacher, consultant for Environment and 
Outdoor Education  
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Red ‘n Green                                                                                     
Hidden Cove Cemetery 

                                                                                      
Tunnel Lights 

   

 

   

Alasdair Gillespie photos                   
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……more of Alasdair’s images: 

Rope Ladder 

                                                                                                               And the beat goes on! 

Please share with us an amusing, or memorable event related to photography.

The impact that photography can have was revealed to me many years ago when a much beloved 
colleague of mine was being treated for cancer.  One day during the early stages, she was able to visit us 
at work.  I happened to have a camera with me and with the soft back light, I casually asked if I could 
take her picture.  When I had the film developed, I went for a visit giving her the photo.  She was very 
pleased to receive it.  Unfortunately the cancer progressed and she passed away a short time later.  At the 
funeral home visitation, unexpectedly, there on the closed casket, sat my photograph.   

 

 

A lovely assortment of beautiful images, Alasdair!  Thank you for sharing these with us. 
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lovely photos captured by Wendy Thorn on 
Donkey Sanctuary outing. 

Ray Williams Distillery and Capitol Theatre 
images.                                                                                                   

The Christmas Cheese House - Made with assorted 
Crackers and bread sticks and cheese ball mixture, 
with Parmesan cheese snow, parsley bushes, nut 
pathway.  Merry Christmas!!    Carol  Martin-  
Desaulniers>>>>> 

                                                        

                                                                         Ray 
Williams 
Capitol 
Theatre 
door with 
decorated 
tree <<<<<                                  
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More Outing Images…… 

Russ Donaldson images  

  

  

David O’Rourke submits these 
images of NPC members 
attending Toronto distillery outing.  Allan Short absent for photo. 
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and MORE outing images……           

Debbie Funchion Toronto distillery images                              Allan Short Capitol Theatre image 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                             
Ormie 
Van 
Alstyne 
photo of 
Christmas 
tree>>>> 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Funchion distillery outing photos 

Photo Quote: 

Often while traveling with a camera we arrive just as the sun slips over the horizon of a moment, 
too late to expose film, only time enough to expose our hearts. ~Minor White 
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1) Hi NPC members… I have quite a series of "TIPS" such as this one..... in my computer: 
.......http://www.digital-photo-secrets.com/atips/move-in-closer/ .... "MOVE IN CLOSER" 
 
2) Subject: Beware of Christmas Scams: Just a reminder to stay sharp, especially at 
this time of year. http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-13727_7-57345337-263/beware-of-potential-
christmas-scams/?tag=mncol;txt 

3) Subject: I do hope you enjoy this: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=gXDMoiEkyuQ 

4) This is an incredible video, and the beauty of it will take your breath away. 

http://www.youtube.com/v/xHkq1edcbk4?version=3%20%20%20%20

 
5) Subject: She is still alive & Beautiful 
http://www.youtube.com/embed/nGeXdv-uPaw 
 

 
Bob Robertson’s Cobourg Santa Claus Parade 
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1) Note from Brenda Nutter - The committee for this year's conference/event has its work 
underway and will be making an announcement at the meeting in Jan.  Safari – Coming in 2012 
 
 2) Note from David O’Rourke - I have to put together a CD of photos for the Capitol Theatre from 
our Festival of Trees shoot in the Theatre on Monday, December 12th. Could you send me your best 
photos from that evening with your name under each one? Send as many good ones as you’d like 
with 15, say, being the limit. The Theatre has assured me that you will receive credit if your photos 
are chosen by the Theatre for use on its website. As mentioned in an earlier note, the Theatre is 
particularly partial to shots with more than one tree in them (but don’t restrict your submissions to 
just that).  Many thanks, David   
 
3) Note from Sharon Thompson:  Angles and composition: When wrong turns out right 
 
Errors in angles and composition can yield surprising results provided that you have a sense of 
humour. When people and animals are positioned, either accidentally or intentionally, with props 
such as signs, statues, clothing, or even vapour trails, the results can be interesting. We have all 
seen photographs of faces or hands disappearing into books or album covers, or horns emerging 
from heads and fluids or fumes emanating from a variety of body orifices. Then there are the travel 
favourites like someone kicking over the Tower of Pisa or swallowing a geyser spurt. Those images 
are all represented on this site along with others that are less common. You may have seen 
teenagers playing ball with the sun but how about a moon hanging from a construction crane? 
What about a cat that come with a convenient hook to hang it up or a woman dressed in a tulip 
skirt? Have you ever seen a headless gymnast or a bride with horse legs? My personal favourite is 
the helicopter landing on the rim of a plastic cup to meet up with an ant. Keep scrolling down on 
this website as the photos are divided into categories and the best ones are near the end. 
http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/100-funny-photos-taken-at-unusual-angle-humor/ Maybe this idea 
could become one of the monthly themes for next year? (Larry, are you listening..... we would need 
a lot of notice since many of the best photos occur by happenstance.)      
 
4) Richard Looye sends this warning: Subject: Beware of Christmas Scams                       Just a 
reminder to stay sharp, especially at this time of year. 
http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-13727_7-57345337-263/beware-of-potential-christmas-
scams/?tag=mncol;txt 

5) Note from Pat Calder: Patricia Calder will be the guest speaker at the monthly Brighton Arts 
Council meeting on the subject of Horse Photography. What she knows could be put in a thimble 
but she will stretch it into 30 minutes, including slide show.  Tuesday, January 3, at 7 pm. King 
Edward Park Community Centre (hwy. 2, at the light opposite the high school, enter through stone 
pillars) 
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NPC Bulletin Board continued….. 

6) Note from Andreas Gada:  Our first NPC meeting in 2012 will be held on Monday January 2. 
Our speaker for that meeting will be Terry Carpenter, “Creating Slide Shows”. In addition, we will 
be showing Theme, Outings and Photographer's Choice Images. The deadline for these photo 
submissions was midnight, Wednesday December 28, 2010.You will see images in the following 
categories:Theme (two images per month) (December Theme: White and Blue - or - A window and 
a curtain; January Theme: Light Displays - or - What makes a table?)  Outings (two images per 
outing) email to:  (Any club outings that took place in November or December) Photographer's 
Choice: No new images are being accepted at this meeting since we have a backlog of images to 
show.  For future reference click on:http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/photo_guidelines.htm for 
detailed instructions.We look forward to seeing you and your images on January 2, 2012. 

7) Note from Sharon Thompson:  Here is something for the monitor as promised. I have also attached three 
"before and after" samples of what the program can do.  

A Christmas present for those who do not have a graphics program 
Photoshop is expensive and hard to learn. Even Photoshop Elements may be daunting for graphics newbies. 
And some may be casual graphics wannabees with absolutely no aspirations to become graphics hogs.  
For those who just want to play a bit, who don't want to spend a fortune, and who don't want to spend hours 
deep in an instruction manual, I have the perfect freebie for you. Yes, it is a freebie.... read on........ 
Fotosketcher is a Windows (XP, Vista, and 7) based program (sorry, Mac addicts are out of luck) that can 
turn your photos into different styles with just a few mouse clicks. You can generate oil or water colour 
renditions, pen and pencil sketches, convert to vintage images, and make cartoon versions. There are some 
crop, sharpen, enhance, contrast, and other functions. You can even play with luminosity and colour 
saturation. Then finish it off by adding text and a frame before saving or printing.  

Download options are displayed at from http://www.fotosketcher.com/download-fotosketcher/ One word of 
caution. After downloading, when you get into installation and are at the "setup screen", choose "custom 
installation" and be sure that the two boxes under that are not checked. Otherwise, you will have unnecessary 
toolbars installed and have your homepage hijacked. 

In FotoSketcher, your original photo is shown side by side with a preview pane that lets you see all the effects 
as you apply them. The "draw" button (on all the effect setting screens) means "apply effect". There is even 
the requisite "undo" and "redo" buttons at the top in case your aren't really sure what you want to do. The 
only real issue with this program is that, if you are working with full sized photos, some of the effects take a 
few minutes to apply (especially painting effects). 

For those who can't figure out the buttons and sliders, there is an online help button included that takes you 
to a short YouTube tutorial at http://www.fotosketcher.com/fotosketcher-help/ 

While FotoSketcher is not in the same league as full graphics programs, it can be a lot of fun as a starter 
program for those who want to have some fun with their photos. I have included a few samples of 
photographs that I have altered with this program. If you would like to see more programs like these 
reviewed in future issues of the monitor, please let me know. 
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8) Terry Self sending a few fotos and some info: Technical: Nikon D700 set for multiple exposure (5 
images on one frame), no post work in Photo Shop, etc., and handheld camera for extra blur in the 
images. 
My Cuban friend and model, Manuel came walking with me on the streets of Santiago de Cuba in 
December to create images. I wanted images that gave the impression of another place in time, 
rather than the reality of life in the city. We waited for the space to be clear of people and traffic, 
then I would shoot the five images as Manuel walked through the space. Resulting images are as the 
camera recorded them. 
 

  

9)From: Mary Talbot <mtalbot@eagle.ca>  Subject: Freeman Patterson workshop 
Hi Everyone.  I have been asked to let you know that there was a very good response to the offer to 
NPC members of a one-day master workshop with Freeman Patterson next fall. As a result, his 
agent, Sandy McMurrich, is arranging for a 2nd day to be made available to NPC members - - - first 
come, first served. Sandy has received all the forms and payment information/cheques turned in to 
date. Dates: Thursday, November 1 and Wednesday, October 31. 9:00 am to 4:30 pm                                                   
Location: The Woodlawn Inn, Cobourg  Please note that, as of Monday, December 19, registration 
will be opened up to photographers outside of the NPC.  The preferred, early registration rate will 
be available to NPC members until December 31.  Details about the workshop and registration are 
in my message of December 6.All the best. Mary mtalbot@eagle.ca   

 Alan Short Solstice photo:  Thursday morning  the Solstice was just about perfect. Got there about 

6:40 am., there was a cloud bank to the south east, 

however by the time I had set up, walked back to 

the car to drink my coffee, and the first of the other 

members arrived, the cloud bank had pulled away. 

This opened up the sky to show some nice blue 

colour. Some clouds to add some pre‐sunrise colour 

and all was good. Over the course of the event, we 

had about 12 people show up for this impromptu 

outing.  
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 The Last Page…..! 

I had hoped that Santa would deliver this newsletter to 
all of our members sometime Christmas Eve; however, 
without any warning, my monitor screen suddenly went 
dark four days before the reindeer would be hitched to 
the sleigh and there was nothing I could do to restore it. 
Add to this the million other things needing to be done 
at this busy time of the year and you can probably 
understand my frustration. Two trips to a computer technician and a bill for $300 and I was back 
in business. At least you will receive the Monitor before the end of 2011.                                                        
Many of our members have sent photos and other items to be included in this last issue of 2011. I 
have tried to include some of everything I received but may have omitted some of your items. If this 
has occurred, please let me know. I will “star”any such materials for the next edition.                                             
I am much looking forward to participating in the activities we have planned for the upcoming 
year. If anyone has any suggestions for other activities, please let us know.                                                            
I want to conclude this last issue of the 2011 Monitor by wishing everyone a safe and healthy New 
Year! 

 

 

   These last two images for 2011 were captured by Bob Robertson in Tuscany, Italy.                   

 


