September 2011

President’s Message….Brian Hart
I hope you all experienced a great summer and you are now looking forward to the resumption of our
regular meetings in September. This is the start of a new season that will bring with it many of the
features we have come to enjoy in our meetings in the past and hopefully some new innovations to keep
us challenged. With four new members on the executive there will be an injection of new and
constructive ideas that will surely influence the development of our club.
Our annual print show has become one of the special events our members look forward to. This year we
will have a different venue as the facility in Cobourg is no longer available to us. The Capitol Theatre in
Port Hope will be the exciting new location and it will offer a fantastic opportunity for our images to be
enjoyed and appreciated by hundreds of patrons when they visit the theatre in October. Make sure you
select your favourite image and get it ready to submit. Details on times and dates will soon be available.
This will be a great opportunity to have our images seen by far more people than in the past and I am
confident they will be thrilled with the quality of your work.
As members of the club, you will begin to notice that our web page is changing to include more
interactive communication. Richard Looye is working with John Draper to update the site and add a
new feature that will allow a form of blog for members to pose questions, make responses and contribute
information etc. Our web page has been recognized as being very distinctive and effective by other photo
clubs and this new innovation will make it even better. Our intention is to make the web page the central
repository for information about the club and the “go-to” place for members to keep up to date on
activities. More information will follow about this development as it moves from the trial stage into being
a full-fledged feature of the web page. The Executive is looking forward to an exciting new year and we
hope that you will enjoy the meetings and outings and participation in all the photographic and social
activities planned for the year.

CONTENTS: 1 President’s Message; 2 NPC Photo Submissions; 3 -4 My Journey Through Iceland;
5 Crystallized Drinks; St.Lawrence Islands National Park; 6 Seeing in Black and White; 7 Another
NPC Exhibition Opportunity; 8 Lola Allen Submission; 9 “In Focus”; 10 The Last Page

The Monitor

Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter

2

NPC PHOTO SUBMISSIONS … Andreas Gada
The next NPC meeting will be held on Monday, September 5, 2011 . As mentioned in a previous email
from Brian Hart, this will be our first meeting after a "long hot summer". This meeting has been opened
up to everyone in the club who would like to take the floor and make an informal presentation of “What I
Did On My Summer Vacation”. We will leave it up to your creativity as to how you do that. The only
constraints will be that you are 10 minutes or less, and that your slides or slide show will be on a thumb
drive and in the usual formats that are acceptable to the club for projection. These guidelines are
available on the NPC website
http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/assets/downloads/SlideShow&PhotoEssaySubmissionGuidelines.pdf.

In addition to these ten minute presentations you are invited to submit Theme, Outings and
Photographer's choice images.
This summer eleven of our members had their images accepted in the CLIC - Eastern Ontario Photo
show and three members received honourable mentions. To recognize this achievement and to share
these images with the membership, I would like to prepare a special slideshow to present at
the September meeting. If you submitted photos to CLIC, and had them accepted, please email me a
copy of the image under the Photographer's choice option.
The deadline for photo submissions is midnight, Wednesday, August 31, 2011.
You may submit images in any of the following categories:
>Theme (two images) email to: ThemePhotos@northumberlandphoto.ca My Favourite Summer Image or - Bottoms Up!".
> Outings (two images per outing) email to: OutingPhotos@northumberlandphoto.ca Alpaca farm, the
NPC summer BBQ and Russ Creek Cemetery, the Rosefield farm heritage day
> Photographer's Choice (two image) email to: PhotographersChoice@northumberlandphoto.ca
Photographer's Choice and CLIC images
Click on the link http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/photo_guidelines.htm for detailed instructions. If
you have any questions or need help with your presentation, please call me at 705-924-3019. Please note I
will be unavailable August 22 - 29.

Subject: Pixel conversion to Inches….submitted by Russ Donaldson
(Just found this conversion table: May be of interest to some of our members.)
Inches to Pixels (various dpi).
http://tiporama.com/tools/pixels_inches.html
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My Journey Through Iceland
by Sylvie Flynn
To me, Iceland represents the complex beauty in nature
combined with its purist and simplest expressions of
beauty. Even the manmade structures endeavour to fit
into this theme. It is so much more than just
magnificent waterfalls.
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ICELAND…… CONT’D.

Editor’s Note:
Thank you, Sylvie, for sharing these beautiful images with us!!! I’m sure many of our NPC members
would enjoy visiting this country and capturing some of these images.
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Crystallized drinks …submitted by Sharon Thompson
Following up on an earlier article about Microcosmos, I have found a fabulous site that is worth a look.
Combining photography, microscopy, and alcoholic beverages, Bevshots produces images that rival any
abstract art found in art galleries. At crystal level, alcoholic beverages reveal an extraordinary range of
unique shapes like snowflakes do. However, they also have a surprisingly bold colour palette. Have a look
at the gallery at http://bevshots.com/all.html
I happen to have some pipettes and microscope slides and could probably scrounge up the necessary
airtight container to allow a drop of alcohol to slowly dry up and crystallize over several weeks. And I
happen to know someone who has a camera and a microscope attached to a computer. I do not know
whether the microscope is of sufficient strength as it is being used to examine the cells of mushrooms.
Bevshots appears to use a high tech lab microscope. So, before I start asking friends who have liquor
cabinets for a few drops of this and that, I probably should check on the specifications of the microscope.
It is amazing how many offshoot paths into which photography can take you.

Request for NPC Images !!
St. Lawrence Islands National Park in Mallorytown, Ontario.
Hello and Good Morning Executive Committee of the Northumberland Photography Club,
My name is Pamela Van Asseldonk and I'm currently a summer student for St. Lawrence Islands
National Park in Mallorytown, Ontario. We are running our Fourth Annual Photo Contest at the park
and looking for people who may be interested in submitting some photos.
As we are celebrating Parks Canada’s centennial year, our goal for the photo contest is for our
participants to show us what they do or what the people around them do to enjoy themselves at the park.
We are looking for photos with the use of experiential perspective.
There are great prizes to be won! Henry's gift certificates, guided kayaking trips by 1000 Islands
Kayaking Company, see your photo published on the Parks Canada website, postcard and possibly the
Parks Canada brochure. Entries must be received by 4 p.m. EDT on October 14, 2011.
If you would like any more information please don't hesitate to email me! Also check out our website
at www.pc.gc.ca/sli for the rules and regulations and also the photo submission form.
Also, if you have any partnering clubs or groups that may be interested in our contest please feel free to
forward this information to them! That would be greatly appreciated.
Thanks for your time and happy shooting!
Sincerely,
Pamela Van Asseldonk
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(Rob Kennedy article submitted by Bob Robertson)

If you like to challenge yourself by simplifying your images, try shooting in B&W! By removing colour &
concentrating on other important “visual ingredients”, you will see in a whole new light. (pardon the
pun..) I know when I shot B&W film it made me see in ‘tones’. I’m forever grateful for doing that self
assignment a few years ago & now I can do the same digitally.
Howdya Do That? This image was an attempt at using shapes, lines & texture as my focus. Initially
drawn by the sky, I decided to remove all colour, keeping the eye focused on the strong converging lines
created by tilting my camera upward. This, along with lateday light, adds dominance to the unique sky.
Technique: I instinctively wanted everything in focus (near-far approach), so I stopped down to f13 with
a 11mm wide lens, giving me lots of depth of field.
The juxtaposition of foreground & background was paramount. Design was far more important than any
colour or technical aspects. Pure B&W fun in the sun!
B&W Tip: Using raw capture, set your camera to the B&W setting. By shooting raw you will retain all
the information of a colour image (no quality loss). If you have shooting banks, you can preset one solely
for B&W. Why? This helps you to see in Black &White! You’ll explore the world in a simpler, more
graphic way, using simple design elements. You’ll see a B&W image on your LCD for viewing, (it’s
actually a jpeg) while the raw file is holding all the information. This is way easier than the old film days
... Try it, it works. Enjoy,
Rob. ( robkennedyphotos.com)
Rob Kennedy is an accomplished photographer and you might like to know about these photo
“playshop”opportunities:
September Playshops: $ 85.00each - all 3 for $200.00! (save $55)
Sept 10th
Sept 17th
Sept 18th

Lens Painting: Emotion in Motion
Short & Sassy: Wide-angle
Shot in the Dark: Nite Photography

(details attached)

Just added! Sept 11th Toronto Architecture: 'Urban Cityscapes'
Starting at 12pm, We'll travel to the downtown core for a tour of some of Toronto's Historic
architecture sites, including the Bay st. area, College park & the Distillery district.. A
inspirational day for all who admire historic architecture....
Oct 13-16th Prince Edward County: 'Abstraction in Colour '
Spend 4 days in one of the best kept secrets of southern Ontario photographing in a peaceful
setting, subjects such as; harvesting farmland, marinas, some of Canadas top winerys, historic cemeterys
& much more.
Focus is on visual design & abstracting with colour in mind. Workshop is based near Picton, close to our
day trips in the county.

“A great photograph is a full expression of what one feels about what is being photographed in the
deepest sense, and is, thereby, a true expression of what one feels about life in its entirety.” ~Ansel
Adams
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Another opportunity to display our images!!.......Brian Hart
I have just been informed that we have a wonderful opportunity to display photographs
at the Northumberland County Building on Williams St. in Cobourg. They have a
program for rotating art in the public areas of the building to enhance the ambiance of
the facility and to give local artists a forum for display. Our club has been given a three
month time slot starting from September 6.
The timing is short but I am confident that the members of our club have enough display
quality framed prints that we can meet the short deadline. They have the capacity to
hang approximately 30 prints depending on their sizes. We will not be required to “sit”
the display so there is little effort required other than to get the photos assembled.
I would like to offer three alternatives for delivering your photo or photos.
1. Bring your photo with you to our club meeting on Monday Sept. 5th
2. If you will not be attending the meeting take your photo on Sunday to the home
of Diego Fabris at 754 Munson Crescent, Cobourg (905 372-0368) or
3. Deliver it to the County building on Tuesday, 6th from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
The same standards apply as for previous club shows in terms of framing and a wire for
hanging with your name and title clearly shown on the back.
I realize that this is a stretch for our members considering we have been focusing our
attention on the show at the Capitol Theatre in Port Hope but this is an opportunity
that we should not pass up considering the visibility it will give our photographers.
We should have known about this opportunity long ago but through unforeseen
circumstances it just surfaced today and I would hate to have to disappoint the
organizers at the County as we would probably never be given the opportunity again.
I do not have all the details as yet but will forward additional information to you as it
becomes available. We have a very resourceful membership and I am sure you will rise to this challenge.
If
you have any questions please do not hesitate to e-mail me or call (905 797-2478)

Crab apple and white lilac
flowers submitted by Sharon
Thompson
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The following has been submitted by Lola Allen, a very talented photographer from the Kingston area.
Lola travels with her husband, a doctor with the “Doctors Without Borders” organization. While he
administers to the sick and needy, Lola captures award-winning images, such as this one below. Lola did
a presentation for the NPC about a year ago.
“Dear friends ~ I am thrilled to announce that this photo has not only been chosen by the NGS Photo
Editor for their Daily Dozen presentation but also for the permanent collection of National Geographic
Society! Regards to all, Lola.”
"Inspired by documented ignominious activities of Canadian
mining conglomerates in Central and South America, the multimedia production Nohayquiensepa: nobody knows (what has
happened to our disappeared relatives) depicts the fragility of life
in countries where human rights are eclipsed by corporate fiscal
objectives.
Initiatives by foreign investors have spurred conflict between
rural, frequently indigenous, landowners, the government, and
the paramilitary; generated adverse socio-economic changes; and introduced contamination of natural
resources to many rural communities.
Nohayquiensepa investigates the disparate experiences between the relative serenity of life in Canada and
in countries where chaotic violence has existed for decades and human rights violations are
commonplace, such as I witnessed in the Guatemalan Highlands during the 1990s.
In this apparently three-dimensional image, the ghostly apparition portrayed by Victoria Mata, floats
surreally across the stage, captured at the precise moment the gunsight targets her head, in front of the
names of the ‘disappeared’, indigenous villagers removed by the paramilitary, frequently tortured then
tossed into a mass grave.
Founded by actor Beatriz Pizano and scenographer Trevor Schwellnus, Aluna Theatre, Toronto,
showcases original productions that reflect upon social injustices, bringing human rights issues to the
forefront, to increase awareness and inspire social change. "
http://www.eset.com

“Early sunrise along the west coast of Newfoundland,
southeast of Rocky Harbour. Wakened at 3.30 am, we
travelled for 1 ½ hours to capture images of sleepy
communities whose valleys were beginning to fill with
early morning sunlight.”

Image captured and submitted by Larry Keeley
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"IN FOCUS"…NPC Photo Exhibition at the Capitol Theatre in Port Hope
Greetings Northumberland Camera Club members. Hopefully you are all having a successful picture
taking summer? This email is to announce “IN FOCUS” the 7th Annual NPC Photographic Exhibition.
We need you to submit your best work for inclusion in this show. Please mark the following dates on your
calendar right now: The exhibition runs from October 8th until October 31st 2011.We have a brand new
location at:“THE CAPITOL THEATRE”, located at 20 Queen Street, Port Hope, Ontario.
Drop Off date, time & location is to be confirmed. Photographs will be hung Friday, October 7th.
The exhibition opens Saturday, October 8th with a reception for you and your family & friends. Details
are being developed. Refreshments will be served and a cash bar will be available. The exhibition closes
October 31st. Photographers will be advised when & where to pick up their photographs. Because this is
a new location for our exhibition, details are still developing.
Guidelines:
*Only 50 pieces will be hung. 1 submission per member.
*Work to be suitable, securely matted and framed, ready to hang.
*Work must have picture wire, (preferably 1/3 down the frame), for hanging or it will not be
accepted.
*We encourage members to submit larger pieces. Minimum framed print size is 10” x 12”.
*The subject of how we be handling "sales" has yet to be finalized ..... stay tuned.
*Please identify your work, on the back, with your name, the title of your photograph, and the
price, if it is for sale. If not for sale indicate NFS/plus a price for insurance purposes.
Please contact Ray Williams at: ray.williams.ca@gmail.com or 905-885-4309 ASAP to sign up to
participate in this event. As mentioned above we only have room for 50 submissions (one per
member). The 1st 50 NPC members responding to this email will be accepted. After that a waiting
list will be maintained. In other words....first come first served. Deadline for committing to
participate is Monday, September 5th, at the first club meeting of the 2011-2012 season.

Now.....it’s up to you to make this show a success. If you already have that “killer picture” you’re well
ahead of the game. If you are still looking for that perfect shot get out there while we have summer
weather and get your camera working for you.
Ray Williams & Russ Donaldson
Exhibition Coordinators

The Monitor

Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter

10

The Last Page by Larry Keeley
“….those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer…….”are just about at an end for another
year. Labour Day weekend is here and we are soon to return to the old, but familiar,
routines: closing of cottages, storing patio furniture, harvesting and winterizing our
gardens and flower beds, as well as sending our kids back to school. The return to classes is arguably the
biggest regulator of societal behavior. Whether your own children or grandchildren are still in school, or
have graduated, everyone is affected when the school bells ring and those long yellow buses start
crowding the roads. First comes the buying spree for new clothes, sports equipment, back packs,
computers, iphones and sundry other items. Registering for classes, arranging baby sitters, day-care
centers and attending sporting events and other school functions are more items that must be considered.
Switching from summer vacation mode to “back to classes” is a major lifestyle adjustment. Having an
ongoing weekly, or monthly activity – such as belonging to a camera club (!) - helps to keep one focused
and eases the fall transition. ”…Those days of soda and pretzels and beer…” are now mostly gone;
however, getting back into a familiar routine does have its rewards. Your photography club, for example,
has arranged many guest speakers and activities for your ‘edification’ (I had to go to school for that one!)
and enjoyment. Together with our photo exhibitions, theme challenges, outings, photographer’s choice
presentations, Christmas and annual dinners, we have a full slate to keep you from bemoaning the end of
those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer. Our return on Labour Day Monday evening should be quite
exciting as we catch up on what we’ve all been doing this summer!
Looking forward to seeing both our old and new members at our Sept. 5th meeting.

NPC Executive
Brian Hart – President… 905 797 2478

Wendy Thorn – Outreach… 705 395 1952

Ray Williams - Vice President … 905 885 4309

David O’Rourke – Outings …905 885 1491

John Draper - Past President … 905 372 5839

Bill Bates – Treasurer… 905 372 0256

Elaine Amenta – Secretary… 647 724 8537

Andreas Gada - Audio Visual --- 705 924 3109

Joe Schmeiss – Membership… 905 885 6755

Larry Keeley - Program/Newsletter… 905 885 9288

Richard Looye - Communications … 905 885 8865

Please visit our website at:
www.northumberlandphoto.ca.

