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President’s Message by  Brian Hart 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the 

executive  members of our club for their effective  

participation in making this club the success that 

it is.  We are a large executive in order that too 

big a workload does not fall on any one person.  

It also means that there are enough divergent 

opinions around the table that many alternatives 

are brought forward and discussed and the 

resulting consensus is strong.                                                

It is also very enjoyable to get together as a team 

to work in a very informal way to ensure that 

our members are getting full value for their 

membership.  I am mentioning this because it is 

the time of year  when, once again, a nominating 

committee will be speaking to the members in 

order to put together a slate of five new directors 

who will serve for the next two years.  This will 

be the second year of our new procedure 

whereby one half of the executive is replaced 

each year.  This process ensures an overlap of 

executive experience from year to year but also 

ensures an infusion of 

new ideas and energy.           

If you would like to 

participate on the 

executive, be sure to 

contact the 

nominating 

committee (when it is 

announced) and talk 

about the possibilities.  Being on the executive is 

an experience you will not regret!  Remember, 

this is not a business, it is our hobby and we are 

participating for our enjoyment and for that 

reason it should not be perceived as an onerous 

responsibility.                                                                         

I want to make another request to the members 

of the club to participate in SAFARI.  This is 

shaping up to be a really interesting experience 

to work with other members of the club to 

stretch our personal photographic vision.   

Especially for those who find it difficult to attend 

our regular field trips.  This will be an 

opportunity to catch up on that experience.  

With lunch provided and a presentation by the 

Fosters as a very special feature, it will be a day 

to remember.                      (Brian)          
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Ed. note: Each month we feature the photography of one of our club members. The purpose of this is to 

broaden our familiarity with the individuals within our membership as well as to promote each 

member’s artistic achievements. This month we feature: 

 

 Birthplace – Toronto; Current address- Campbellford;  

Former Occupation(s) - Too many jobs to list! Majority of working 

life in Juvenile and Adult Institutional Prisons. I was a 

Correctional Officer – aka Jail Guard. Only worked one 9-5 job 

and knew I was not cut out for routine hours. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Places I have Travelled : Across Canada with the exception of New Brunswick, PEI and Newfoundland. 

Nassau, Mexico, Poland, Florida and most of the mid and eastern U.S. States.  

Interest Early Photography – My mother had a 

professional business taking portraits and 

family groups which included the occasional pet 

on location or in a clients home. There was a 

photography darkroom in our home where she 

developed and tweaked her pictures. From my 

first Kodak Brownie camera to my present 

digital cameras, photography has captured my 

interest in people and places. There are few, if 

any, who have as many photography albums as 

I .... at last count  60+.  In my digital files are 

well over 30,000 images which I constantly cull 

to erase pictures which no longer fit my 

standards.  

 

   WENDY Diane THORN!!! 
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Wendy Diane Thorn Featured Photographer…… 

 

 

 

 

Where and when I capture my images: My cameras go everywhere 

with me, and I do mean everywhere. If it is too conspicuous for 

the large Canon, I have my Sony, which at the size of a credit 

card, can be be slipped into a pocket or up my sleeve. Pictures 

have been taken in the oddest places and, no,  I am not telling my 

secrets!! 

Equipment used: Canon Rebel, Fiji Point and Shoot, and Sony Cyber-shot  

Photographing barns, derelict houses and buildings, anything with rust and street scenes are among my 

favorite images to take. Cows are a particular passion but I am not sure why. 

Most memorable or embarrassing moment?  A propensity to follow unmaintained roads and an insatiable 

curiosity to want to know what is around the next bend have landed me (alone) in semi-swamps in 

summer, up to the top of wheel wells in mud and/or snow and in brush and weeds so tall I can't see where 

I am or what direction I'm headed. Many is the time I've called CAA not divulging my exact location, 

meeting the driver out on the regular road and begging the person to rescue me when they arrive on the 

scene. Which they do, while imparting a strong lecture. That whole damsel in distress thing I guess. 
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Ed. note: A lovely collection of 

photographs, Wendy. Please continue to 

share your beautiful images with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 

photograph 

by Wendy 

Thorn 

 

 

Photo Quotes: “One photo out of focus is a mistake, ten photos out of focus are an 

experimentation, one hundred photos out of focus are a style. ~Author Unknown 

All photographs are there to remind us of what we forget. In this - as in other ways - they are the 

opposite of paintings. Paintings record what the painter remembers. Because each one of us 

forgets different things, a photo more than a painting may change its meaning according to who 

is looking at it. ~John Berger 



Ganaraska Studio Tour 

April 28 – 29, 2012  (last weekend in April) 

                10 am to 5 pm 

 

www.ganaraskastudiotour.ca 

 

The Monitor                             Northumberland Photography Club April Newsletter                                                        5 

                                                            

 

                                                                                                                                          Posted by Mary Talbot 

 >  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsMnRxmeJ74&feature=youtu.be     (An interesting utube 

explanation of the Brenzier method of Bokeh panorama photography. >>>> Posted by Roy Cartwright.    

> Need something to do? Test your photo knowledge while learning! PhoozL IQ for iPad: A 

Photo IQ Quiz, Free Edition Free http://ow.ly/9zgpC  >>>>Posted by Roy Cartwright 
 
> I came across this in LinkedIn when I was reading about a guy who has just had all his gear stolen 

from his van and another member suggested he go to this site as a means of finding photos taken using 

his camera. May be a good link to add to the links page on the NPC website?  

http://www.smh.com.au/digital-life/cameras/snapped-camera-thieves-meet-their-match-20111229-

1pdkw.html       http://www.stolencamerafinder.com/                            >Posted by Roy Cartwright 

> 2012 CLIC Eastern Ontario Photo Show  The Prince Edward County Arts Council and 

Photo Life Magazine, proudly announce the Call for Entry for the 3rd annual CLIC Eastern Ontario 

Photo Show and Sale to be held in the second floor Gallery at Books and Company, 289 Main Street in 

Picton, Ontario from Saturday August 4
th

 to Sunday August 12th, 2012. This juried show and sale was 

established in 2010 to celebrate photography as an art form and the creative vision of photographers 

from across Eastern Ontario. The Show & Sale is open to all professional, amateur and student 

photographers residing in the Eastern Ontario catchment area … from the Northern Ontario/Quebec 

border to Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River in the south, and from Petawawa to Port Hope and 

all areas east of this line in Ontario. Winners will be chosen in Adult and Student divisions, and in Colour 

and Black & White categories. There is a limit of three photographs entered per Photographer. Entries 

must be postmarked no later than June 15, 2012. The Call for Entry, Official Rules and Entry Form can 

be found and downloaded from: www.easternontariophotoshow.com.  Questions?  Contact Sam Serrano 

at (613) 393-2276 or e-mail eopsclicphoto@gmail.com.    Posted by Richard Looye 

>Presentation on “Improving Your Photography”by Dorette Carter, curator of Northumberland Art 

Gallery – April 2
nd

 2012 NPC meeting – Ruth Clarke Centre   

>For sale: Canon EF 70-200mm f/2.8L USM Telephoto Zoom Lens – MINT 

Condition. Included:Canon EF 70-200mm f/2.8L USM lens,Tripod PlateLens Hood EW78, LZ-1324 

soft case. HOYA 77mm UV Filter.    Price: $1400.00                                                                                
Oliver Steins:Ganaraska Art & Framing,105 Walton Street,Port Hope, ON. L1A 1N4 

Phone: 905.885.1323 - www.ganaraskaart.com  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsMnRxmeJ74&feature=youtu.be
http://www.linkedin.com/redirect?url=http%3A%2F%2Fow%2Ely%2F9zgpC&urlhash=QQcm&_t=tracking_anet
http://www.smh.com.au/digital-life/cameras/snapped-camera-thieves-meet-their-match-20111229-1pdkw.html
http://www.smh.com.au/digital-life/cameras/snapped-camera-thieves-meet-their-match-20111229-1pdkw.html
http://www.stolencamerafinder.com/
http://www.easternontariophotoshow.com/
mailto:eopsclicphoto@gmail.com
http://www.ganaraskaart.com/
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          Outings Report by David O’Rourke 

On the Club’s first outing in March, we headed off for a tour of Amherst 

Island courtesy of our guide, Tony Crocker. Tony had us well prepared ahead 

of time, warning us to brownbag it as the Island’s restaurant would be closed 

and pointing out there would still be snowy owls, hawks, nuthatches and 

chickadees on the Island, and that we might even want to bring birdseed for 

the chickadees as some of us had done for Lynde Shores. Tony pointed out that many of the birds are 

visible from the road which circles the Island and, because the birds are used to cars going by, if you pull 

over, lower your window and shoot from the car the birds will usually be happy to accommodate you. 

However, the moment you open your car door they often fly away.  He also warned us to be ready to 

shoot—when you’re shooting a bird, you often don’t get a second chance as they can dart off in a blink of 

an eye. Finally, Tony showed us the road to Owl Woods (and deer tracks on that road). At that point, 

some of us chose to feed the chickadees, while others went on to shoot a beautiful church. We were all 

fortunate enough to get photos of at least one snowy owl. We will be sure to return to Amherst Island 

next winter, though probably in late December or January when most of the owls are still there.                                                                 

Midway through March, we made the trek to Warkworth for the annual Maple Syrup Festival. The 

challenge for the outing was to shoot in anything but Auto. An excellent way to prepare for this was for 

members to practice at http://camerasim.com/camera-simulator/ , 

a website that should be on all of our Favourites. Although Terry Self wasn’t our official guide for the 

outing, he was for all intents and purposes just that, answering all our questions about Aperture and 

Shutter Priority as well as shooting in Manual. In addition to walking one of the Maple Syrup trails, we 

visited Tony Crocker and Allan Short in town as they were manning the table at the 12
th

 Annual Juried 

Art and Photography Show & Sale. Both had pieces in the show, and Tony had received an Honourable 

Mention with one of his. 

Next on tap for outings in March will be the Canada Blooms Festival, a sunrise shoot led by Stephen 

Della Casa, and Float Your Fanny Down the Ganny.  Drop by our Club Outings page sometime to see 

what we’ve been doing: http://northumberlandphoto.ca/outings.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

 

               Roy Cartwright photos – Amherst Island outing

http://camerasim.com/camera-simulator/
http://northumberlandphoto.ca/outings.htm
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OUTINGS CONT’D…                                        Canada Blooms Outing photos  submitted by Bob Robertson 

                                                                                                         .  

 

 
Winter Festival Winner:  Bob Robertson !!! 
Protea from 2011 shoot at 
Canada Blooms. 
“I didn't know the name of the 
flower, but Debbie Funchin's 
daughter said it is a Protea., 
nice to win first. 
I used a 150mm macro lens @ 
105 mm,ISO 400. f4, @ 1/60 
[0.0167s] and the file said I used 
the flash. 
Anyhow, the first contest I have 
entered, it was nice to win first, 
but the only "official" recognition 
was the cheque that came in the 
mail - it didn't even say what it 
was for! 
I knew it was for first because 
other photographers saw the picture marked first in the store-front and phoned me.”     
Regards, Bob 
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More outing photos………!! 

                 Ormie Van Alstyne photo                                                                                                          

 

<<<<<Lynda Ghent photos               

                                        Lynda Ghent Warkworth outing Photos (above) 

 

and this note from Diego………. 

“I have attached a Photo taken with my infrared 

camera while we were in Warkworth. Enjoy.” 

Diego                                                                              
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above: Joe Schmeiss photo                                                   

below, left: Allan Short & Tony Crocker                          

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russ Donaldson and new friend!                    Above photos submitted by David O’Rourke 

L – R: Ormie Van Alstyne, Terry Self, Lynda Ghent              

front  Allan Short – Amherst Island Outing 
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“In this latest installment of Travels with 

Al, Al didn’t travel all that much. Apart 

from the Club Outing,  my travels lately 

have only been to Cobourg.  They have 

been very informative for I have been 

bitten with the architecture bug.  I have 

been taking images of two rather large 

buildings in Cobourg -  St. Peter’s 

Anglican Church and St. Andrew’s 

Presbyterian Church.  These churches 

are very similar in that both are large 

stone and or brick structures with 

towers and stained glass windows.  

Inside, however, each one is very 

different, and creates its own unique problems in how to shoot. So this Travels with Al is all about my 

trials, tribulations, and follies of learning  how to get my head around shooting architecture.” 

Let’s start off with the easy stuff, taking images of the outside of the church. Easy, right? First, you have 

to look for the best sight lines and angles, and do not forget about the direction of the sun. You may have 

to come back as the morning light will be great for inside the sanctuary, and nave, but no good for the 

outside as you want the afternoon sun for that.                                                                                                          
So, now you are ready to shoot the outside, you have found the spot that will give you the best image, you 

setup the tripod, throw a lens with a wide angle on the camera, set to landscape mode, look through the  

 

Once again, our intrepid travelling photographer has captured beautiful 

images he wants to share with us. For a written description – too long to 

include here - of how he obtained these photos, please contact Allan.  (Ed.)  
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view finder you can see both ends of the building read to push the button, then notice that the bell tower 

is cut off. So you either zoom out or move the tripod back 30 feet or so, look in the view finder and notice 

that you have a lot and I mean a lot of foreground in the image and the church looks like it is about a mile 

away. (Ed. note:Al continues his report with many interesting details and helpful tips as to how he 

captured these images. It is well worth reading. Please contact him for a complete wriiten copy) 

 

 

What's New this Month at 

Ultimate Photo Tips??? 

“Dance of the Butterfly People” 

 

“Vivid colours swirled and danced through the heady East African air as rhythmic chant-like singing 

reverberated around the dusty circle. To the hypnotic beat of an ancient chant, women bounced and 

flaunted their vibrant neck collars made of rope upon rope of delicately strung beads while men jumped 

in a competition of height and stamina. I was simply spellbound." 

Join photographer Katherine Keates as she journeys to Africa to explore the Samburu tribal dances 

through a series of stunning, selective focus and long exposure photos. Katherine brings the story of the 

Samburu culture and traditions to life through her images and her words.  

READ MORE:  

http://www.ultimate-photo-tips.com/africa-dance.html  

 

http://www.ultimate-photo-tips.com/africa-dance.html
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More NPC Members’ Photos!!! 

                                                                               Dawn Knudsen                                                                 

<<< Joe Schmeiss                                 Russ Donaldson (below) 

 

Dawn Knudsen (above)                     

<<<< Russ Donaldson 

 

 

 

 

       Dawn Knudsen >>> 
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  Text and photos by  Larry Keeley 

What’s it all about, Alfie? 

 I’m sure many of our NPC members have heard Joss Stone’s 

beautiful lyrics and remember Dionne Warwicks’ hauntingly 

beautiful rendition of the song “What’s It All About, Alfie.” It is one 

of my all-time favourites, along with one other: “Somewhere Over 

The Rainbow.” Some songs can make you feel melancholy and 

pensive, leaving you contemplating what life is all about. These two do 

it for me.                                                                                                                         

And so it was, one day last week, I found myself listening to this song 

and wondering what photography is all about. Wondering, for example, how can we capture images that 

either convey or portray a deeper meaning of life, either in a general sense or maybe even something 

more specific. Meaning comes from within us. It is the product of our minds trying to make sense of 

whatever we are experiencing. When we capture an image, or look at one captured by someone else, what 

do we see? What do we feel?  Is there an element that frees or unleashes an emotional response within us?                                                                                                              

Many of us remember the Pulitzer prize-winning photograph of Kim Phuc, the severely burned 9-year 

old girl running naked along a road in Viet Nam after a napalm bomb attack. This iconic photograph, 

captured by AP photographer, Nick Ut,  nurtured Americans’ anti-war feelings and hastened the end of 

those horrible hostilities. There’s hardly anyone who doesn’t feel something when looking at this 

photograph. Now, true, few photographers will ever have the opportunity to capture an image as 

powerful as Nick Ut’s, and there’s also no doubt that most of our photos, including mine of the rainbow 

above, pale by comparison. However, to be meaningful and have some impact on us, a photograph must 

have an element that evokes an emotional response. It’s not enough that it is well composed, expertly 

exposed and properly displayed. As the singer asks,” What’s it all about, when you sort it all out, Alfie? I 

know there’s something much more.”                                                                                                                                    

As photographers, we are sometimes dismayed when one or more of our photos are rejected at 

competitions or exhibitions. On those occasions – and we have all had them – we need to take a closer 

look at our art work and ask ourselves, “What is this photograph really all about?” What element(s) are 

missing in this photo to endear it to the viewer?  How can its impact on others be strengthened? 

Hopefully, Dorette Carter, with many years experience as curator of the Northumberland Art Gallery, 

will be able to shed some light on this topic when she speaks to us at our April meeting.                                                                                                                              

And, when all is said and done, if someone still points to one of your photographs and asks “What’s this 

all about?” As long as you’re happy with your work, does it really matter?! It may not win a Pulitzer but  

there’s some degree of satisfaction in just capturing the image and mounting it on your wall. That, in 

itself, makes it all worthwhile. And that’s what it’s all about, Alfie!                                                                                                                            

Thanks, again, to all who submitted material for this issue of our newsletter. It is much appreciated! 

 


