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 President’s Message 

             ........  Howard Goodfellow  ....... 

Happy holidays to all members of the 

Northumberland Photography club. 

The Xmas party at the Cobourg Lions Community 

Center was well attended (59). The food was 

excellent as always and a time for lots of 

conversation. I would like to thank Bob Robertson 

and Chloe Craig for organizing the party and for Laurie Robertson for 

organizing the slide show and preparation of the CD's. 

It is time now to look forward  to 2015 and the  planned activities for 

our club.  Our  first meeting  will  be on Monday Jan 5th. Our guest 

speakers will be 3 club members who will be showing us their images 

and sharing their experience and knowledge in the photographic field. 

Please think about bringing out a friend or someone you know who 

may be interested joining our club.  Guests are always welcome. 

I would like to also thank all of the volunteers who  help at each of 

 our meetings to get our equipment setup for the presentations and  to 

take the equipment back to the storage areas after the meeting.  I 

would also like to thank Donna Edmonds and her team who organize 

our food and beverages for the meeting.  Also, thanks to Dawn 

Knudsen for setting up the members’ library and to Russ Donaldson 

who always does a great job for the club when he is asked to 

introduce our guest speakers. The success of our club depends on the 

contributions of our volunteers and I look forward to your continued 

contributions in 2015. Get your images submitted and I will see you on 

the 5
th

. 
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       FEATURED  PHOTOGRAPHERs  

  <... Jill  

         &  

      Jayden... >           

      Sparks                                      

  

                            

Places Jill has travelled to: Every territory and province in Canada, all 

52 USA states, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Cuba, Australia and Fiji. 

Places Jayden has travelled to: Every territory and province in Canada 

except Newfoundland, Mexico, Dominican Republic, and Northeastern 

USA. 

 

 

          Jayden’s photos 

Jill Sparks born in Toronto, ON - Jayden Sparks born in Toronto, ON 

                         Residential Area: Cobourg, Ontario 

Occupation: Jill- stay-at-home mom.  Jayden - high school student. 

                        Favorite Hobbies/Pastimes: 

Jill: running and fitness, writing, photography and vegetable 

gardening 

Jayden: wrestling, musical theatre, singing, photography, writing, 

reading, dancing and running. 
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When/How did you develop an interest in Photography? 

Jill: My love of pictures began surprisingly in front of a camera, not 

behind it. My childhood was filled with adventures, travel and a dad 

who wanted to record all of our memories on film. Our journeys 

resulted in endless hours of slideshow presentations. And the star of 

most of those slides was of course the girl who loved the camera just 

as much as her dad - Me! But recording memories got placed on my 

parent’s backburners in my adolescence. I picked up my dad’s camera 

shortly afterwards, determined to record the sunshine of our lives, 

despite the darkness we were all feeling. My dad’s Minolta felt better 

in my hands than standing in front of the lens ever did. I’ve been 

recording the sunshine and rainstorms of my life ever since. 

At the heart of my photography is a strong desire to capture my 

family’s story, from the details of everyday life to the once-in-a-lifetime 

moments. I want my kids to tell their kids stories from my pictures. 

Jayden: I really love to draw, but I can never create the images on 

paper that I see in my mind. So I asked for a camera for Christmas 

when I was eight. It was a Nikon Cool Pix, point and shoot and I loved 

being able to take pictures of all the different places we adventured 

to. When my mom got her new camera I inherited her old Nikon D60. 

That’s when I really started to develop my artist side and began to 

capture images that I had once been only able to see in my mind. 

My mom and I started to go on photo tours and trips and I started to 

learn some of the technical parts of photography. Last year I got a 

Nikon 5200 and a 50mm prime lens. I’ve learned a bit from watching 

my mom and talking to her, but most of my learning has come from 

just getting out there and shooting. I really like to take pictures for 

me, finding the details in things and capturing images that are unique. 
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 When and Where Do You Do Most of Your Image Capturing: 

Jill and Jayden: Being outdoorsy people who love to be active, we 

most often find ourselves shooting in natural environments. Our 

backyard is bursting full of opportunities for us as we live in the 

country, and we live very close to a beach that we frequently shoot at. 

Thank goodness the other “half” of our family has patience because 

we’ve been known to spend long periods of time during vacations 

wandering with our cameras. 

One of our favorite things to do is go on photo runs. We’ll spend hours 

running or biking forest trails, stopping every so often to capture 

images of our dogs that are with us or of interesting objects we find. 

We’ve had great fun together capturing winter images from our 

snowshoes. One of the best parts of these adventures is coming home 

to share our images together. For two people who share so many 

similarities, we have our own ways of forming images.  

We also have been known to work as a team 

when Jill is shooting dog shoots for rescue 

organizations. Although Jayden is primarily the 

“assistant” on these shoots, she has always 

been given the opportunity to take her own 

shots of the dogs we’re working with. Being able 

to get a dog in the place you want it to be and 

have it look where you want it to look is quite a 

challenge!  

Jill loves how Jayden just knows what’s 

required in a shot and positions the dog without needing instruction 

from her.  
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Which camera(s) makes(s), and model(s) do you use? 

Jill: I replaced my Dad’s 35mm Minolta before I had even paid off my 

University student loans, with another Minolta. When everyone was 

making the switch to digital I held on to my film tightly. 

At the time, we were living in Nunavut, where getting your film 

processed meant a seven hour flight to Yellowknife. Now that I shoot 

with a Nikon D7000 digital I can’t imagine waiting four months, as I did 

in Nunavut, to see my photos. My Minolta did a fabulous job handling 

the cold conditions the Arctic threw at it but being able to get instant 

“feedback”, as I do with the digital, would have saved me a lot of 

overexposed “snow” shots! I primarily use a wide angle Sigma 18-

75mm lens when photographing dogs and other animals. When I’m 

shooting action, or sports, I usually have to use my Nikon 70-300mm. 

My DREAM lens is the Nikon 70-200mm. I’ve rented it a few times and 

just love the personality of the dogs I can capture with it as it allows 

up close images taken from a distance. One day…. 

Jayden: I love my Nikon 5200. I primarily shoot with a 50mm prime 

lens. My mom read that learning to shoot with a prime, manual focus 

lens is really good for you. Even when I am shooting action shots of 

dogs or sports I use this lens. It’s really taught me to zoom in and out 

with my feet too. My next lens I hope to get is a macro lens or a fish 

eye as I love detail. Although I have been encouraged to learn how to 

use editing software, I don’t. None of my images have been edited. 

They are raw out of the camera. 

What are your favorite subjects to photograph? 

Jill: People and relationships have always been the focus of my 

photos. But it’s my family I love to see thru my viewfinder the most. 

When I see a photo of my kids expressing themselves I tear up with 

joy. Their hair could be in knots, their clothes dirty and their smiles  
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nonexistent, but I love capturing these moments. They are the real 

stories of their lives. The camera is not a barrier between them and 

me, it’s a way of connecting deeper. Thru the lens I know when my son 

is exhausted during a match or when my daughter is feeling confident 

while performing on stage. The lens helps me focus on the details of 

them in the moment and the images I hope to get are that of authentic 

emotions. I also love taking photos of the relationship(s) between our 

family members in real-life, un-choreographed moments. This is an 

area though of my photography that I need to work on as “Smile for the 

camera,” was the only way as a child we recorded our moments. I 

don’t want that “picture perfect family” in my albums. 

Jayden: I really haven’t discovered one thing I’d say was my favorite 

thing to photograph. However, I tend to focus in on details of objects 

and enjoy finding smaller “pictures” in larger landscapes to capture. 

Most of the time I don’t have a plan for what I want to shoot, I just go 

with what I find or see when I’m somewhere. There have been times 

when I’ve been putting together a school project and have created the 

image I want by setting things up, positioning them and controlling 

more of the details, but I find my shots are more creative when I don’t 

set up things.  

    Jill’s Photos 

Action Dogs: Shot at midday during a quick stop to 

cool off my dogs at the beach. I was actually 

shooting my other dog at the time who was lying in 

the shade and heard Ryder running towards me. I 

lifted my camera, pressed the button and captured 

this pup’s athletic nature and zealous joy for the 

beach.  
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Backyard Sunrise: Now vacant farm fields, the property behind my 

home is a wonderful ever changing 

canvas to shoot. In the mornings I 

often wander, camera in hand, 

delighting in the new light of the 

day.  

  

< 

Dogs and Nature: Kyra, my husky, is a 

“Calendar Girl”. Desired by professional 

photographers for her beauty and 

excellent off leash behaviour, she has 

been featured in multiple calendars, 

making the cover twice. But none of those calendar pin-ups capture 

her nature, her spirit. Although I prefer non-posed shots, when I look at 

this photo I feel her spirit. 

Family Ethan: Rare is it that my son is 

able to make eye contact with the 

camera, or even allow me to take a 

photo of him. But this glorious, 

freezing cold day I snuck up on him 

clearing some snow off our creek and 

captured his steel blue, icy “look of 

death” when he discovered my ambush! This ambush entailed 

slithering close to 50m through the snow, using bulrushes and tall 

grasses for cover, and waiting silently for the moment to come that he 

turned my way. He must have been able to smell my camera for as he 

turned he raised the shovel to cover his face. But not fast enough for 

this action photographer. I caught him right before his eyes 

disappeared behind the shovel.  
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Family Jayden: Love this “naked” shot of my daughter. I shot this from 

the hip as I made her laugh during a 

spontaneous photo shoot at Cobourg Beach 

one evening. Recording the emotions 

behind the memories draws me to 

photography. The mood of this moment 

with my daughter was plain silly and light. 

Feelings of delight and joy flood my heart looking at this. I want my 

pictures to be personal. Yes, my albums contain posed, “picture-

perfect” family shots, but it is the ones like this, and the one selected 

of my son, that capture my life.  

 

Rugby: Being an athletic person 

myself I am drawn to capturing an 

athlete’s character. Small but 

mighty, Jayden’s face in this 

picture captures this quality in her. 

I’d never shot rugby prior to this 

past autumn, but I ended up 

shooting over 1500 images during 

her season. (Watching my children 

compete behind a lens has a calming effect on me so I will admit I 

shoot them during athletic events sometimes for this reason alone). 

After sharing these images with team mates I was overwhelmed with 

requests for copies. Her teammates loved the toughness, 

determination, strength, courage and skill they saw in themselves. 

Females wanting pictures of themselves looking “real”- my heart 

danced! 
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Running: Shooting athletic events often means 

shooting in less than ideal conditions. 

Isolating the athlete in the crowd and lighting 

challenge me often at these events. I adore 

running. It is my music. Capturing beauty in a 

runner’s movements is important to me. As a 

runner myself a photo of poor running form, 

although it may be done with technical skill, is 

not appealing to my eye. I’ve found this to be 

true of other sports as well. An image could be 

technically “perfect”, but if it has captured an 

athlete demonstrating poor form or position it is not appealing. So 

although the lighting in this picture is not ideal, my daughter’s quality 

running form and athletic character tell the story of this photo. 

Spindly Sunrise: Again, another backyard, early 

morning shoot. I included this image as it is one 

of Jayden’s favorites that I took. Interestingly 

enough, when I went out that morning, I was 

intentionally trying to “shoot like Jayden”. 

Although I’ve been able to give her some of the 

technical side to photography, her intrinsic eye 

has really helped me develop my own. 

Sometimes when we are shooting together I will 

literally study her shooting thru my own lens. 

When she vacates an area I will “move in” and 

try to figure out what she was composing thru her lens. Later, when 

we share, I’m often amazed by her perspective and composition. This 

morning she wasn’t there for me to follow, but I will admit I was pretty 

happy when I came home, downloaded the pictures and she 

immediately pointed to this one and said, “Oooo Mom, that one is 

good.” 
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Wrestling: I’ve read that wrestling is one of the hardest sports to 

shoot, and from my experience I would have to agree.  First off, the 

lighting is horrendous. Couple that 

with the blue, red, or yellow mats 

that bounce light and throw white 

balance way off. And then there’s 

the crowded conditions of the gym 

making for busy backgrounds, the 

variance of the speed of action and 

limited accessibility to the mat itself. But I LOVE these challenges at 

the same time because when I do get a good shot I feel like I’ve won 

the match! I love the movement of this shot. I love my son’s quiet 

confidence, drive and power captured in this moment. It defines him 

as a wrestler, and person.  

Jayden’s Photo Descriptions: 

Blue Rocket: This was taken 

during the Photography Club’s 

outing to the car yard. As I love 

detail and playing with 

perspective when I shoot, I 

really enjoyed taking pictures 

there. This one was probably 

my favorite.            

                                                                                             

Busy Bee: I shot this with my 50mm 

prime lens in our family’s garden. It 

was one of the first shots that involved 

a fast moving object (the bee) that I 

nailed the focus with that lens.  
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Oscar: I often help my mom out when she 

takes pictures of rescue dogs. Oscar lived 

with us for several months, and was 

obsessed with this ball. The intensity he 

would chew it was what I hoped to capture 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock Snowmen: I found these rocks arranged like this at the beach 

near our home one evening. I love to create stories in my mind about 

the things I find like this in nature and so I shoot a picture of these 

rock snowmen to help me remember the story I had created that went 

with them. The image I created turned out to be another favorite of 

mine.  

Rusty Knob: Another detail shot. 

The evening light was perfect for 

lighting the knob up just a little 

and bringing a warm feeling to 

this image.  
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The Bond: I don’t often take “whole picture” stories of 

people/dogs/landscapes but when I looked over at my mom this early 

morning and saw the 

connection between her and 

Kyra, I lifted the camera and 

pressed the button. I love the 

reflection of emotion in their 

faces: eyes almost closed, 

heads tilted up, joyful smiles. I 

wish I hadn’t clipped my mom, 

but the focus is so much in the 

bond between them I’m ok with a little clip. 

Tied Down:  This was taken during the 

Photography Club’s car graveyard outing. 

This was one of over 800 images I shot that 

day and one of 10 I took of this chain. 

Shooting the same object a variety of ways 

is something I’ve been encouraged to do 

right from the start and has become second 

nature to me. My mom says she’s thankful 

I’m learning in the digital age and not using 

film. 

 

 

  

Jayden capturing images 
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Help-Portrait Northumberland                        

...........  submitted by Chloe Craig 

This year I decided to bring a special event to 

Northumberland. A way to give to those in need, a 

way to hold onto a memory for a life time.  In 

September I set out to organize an event that the 

community had never experienced. Along the way I 

had bumps, but in the end it was amazing. There 

were lots of things to do and things to organize. I had a wonderful 

team of about 20 volunteers that came out to help and offer their time 

and skills.                                                                                                             

Throughout the day on December 6
th

, we had about 38 families, 

totalling 79 people and 4 dogs. The stories the families shared as they 

went through the stations and had their portraits taken were heartfelt 

and beautiful. The family of 6 who were having their first ever family 

portrait or the father and sons who had a great time goofing around or 

the gentleman that came with his best friend and then brought a friend 

and his two dogs. All the feedback was positive and they all hope I 

organize it again next year.  
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Items of interest to our members. 

 Just a quick note  to let members know that Santa 

Claus brought me a new “Point & Shoot”.   

                                                          Russ  Donaldson) 

  

     >  I dont know if this would qualify for your newsletter. 

Just found out today that one of my images 

was printed in a calendar for Forests Ontario.   

See photo essay pg. 16.         Terry Carpenter 

 

                           (Sun Rays and Misty Pine Trees) 

 

 Topaz Glow: An interesting new 

application for jazzing up our photographs - Our NPC members 

might be interested in trying this application. Glow creates a 

magical luminescent glowing effect that infuses your work with a 

sense of energetic movement and flow. It is designed to create 

vibrant and beautiful images with energetic sparks of neon light. 

The effects are fully adjustable, from subtle background 

enhancements to an electrifying ‘wow’ look with fractal and neon 

illumination. ….http://www.topazlabs.com/glow  (Russ Donaldson) 

  

 Every night and day we sit and moan about the rubbish being 

passed off as Commercials we are forced to watch by our 

commercial networks. If only we could make commercials like 

this one there would be no complaints. This really is Magic.                           

www.youtube.com/embed/auSo1MyWf8g?rel=0 (Pat Calder) 

 

 Congratulations to Dawn Knudsen on her sale of  “Two Old 

Friends”, a framed photo on display at the Northumberland Hills 

Hospital. 

http://www.topazlabs.com/glow
http://www.youtube.com/embed/auSo1MyWf8g?rel=0
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 Photo Essay submitted by Terry Carpenter 

 This image, Sun Rays And Misty Pine Trees,  

was printed for the Forests Ontario calendar.  It 

was captured in the fall of 2013 along the 

Algonquin 

corridor, not far 

from the 

visitors center. This is a large 

swamp with an island named 

Cathedral Island because of the tall 

pines resembling cathedral spires.   It 

is one of my favourite spots in the 

park and I always seem to find some images to shoot, including moose 

grazing in the vicinity.  Positioning myself west of the island, I waited for the 

sun to rise over the swamp and cut through the mist until it just highlighted 

the red maple tree along the shoreline. For this shot, I used my Nikon DSLR 

300s camera with a 16 to 85 mm lens fastened to a 

Manfrotto 055 tripod. I spent the next hour shooting 

these, and other scenics, in the same area.   
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SPARK 2015 Newsletter Volume 3 
  

 

  

 

  

 The SPARK PHOTO FESTIVAL is a celebration of photography, and the 

artists, dreamers, innovators, storytellers, professionals and enthusiasts 

behind the camera lens.  Every year, the month of April will mark the 

arrival of numerous photographic exhibits and artists, workshops, lectures 

and other related photographic events and activities in locations 

throughout the Northumberland, Peterborough, and the Kawartha Lakes 

regions. 
 

 

  

Season's Greetings from the Volunteer Organizing 

Committee and Board of Directors at SPARK 

Everyone at SPARK is excited about 2015 and can't 

wait to view April's exhibits. The Showcase exhibit of 

Lucy Maud Montgomery's photographs will be a 

blockbuster, certain to bring people to 

Peterborough and the Kawarthas. Open call exhibit 

registrations are starting to arrive and will include 

many of your favourite photographers, community 

groups and students, as well as several new participants. 

Again in 2015, NuWork Magazine will be awarding its best of SPARK award 

which includes publication in this critically acclaimed arts journal. 

The judges of the juried exhibit, to be held at the new gallery in the Art 

School of Peterborough, are experts in the print field and will be awarding 

outstanding prizes supplied by Digitek. 

SPARK has a few surprises of our own up our sleeve which we should be 

announcing early in the new year. A Merry Christmas to all and we hope 

Santa brings you several decisive photographic moments in 2015. 
  

  



The Monitor  Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter                           18 

 .... Larry  Keeley 

         The Spark Photo 2
nd

 Annual Festival !! 

Certainly one of the biggest photo events in the New Year will be the 

Spark Photo Festival in Peterborough being held in the month of April, 

2015.  Downtown cafes, shops and restaurants and other sites 

throughout the city, will provide the venues for a variety of workshops, 

lectures, films and juried exhibitions. These are open to both 

photographers and the general public. Several places throughout 

Peterborough, Northumberland and the Kawartha Lakes regions will 

host more of these events. 

The celebrated Canadian photographer, Edward Burtynsky, will open 

the festival with a screening of his film, Watermark, at the Market Hall, 

in Peterborough, on March 31
st

. 

The deadline for registering to exhibit photographs is December 31, 

2014. Too late for those who are hearing about this for the first time 

through our newsletter; however, something to think about, possibly, 

for next year. Go to SPARKPHOTOFESTIVAL.COM for more information. 

 

Happy New Year and the 

best of all good things to 

each and all of our 

Northumberland 

Photography Club 

members!!! 


