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President’s message.... Elaine Amenta
This is the story of the “great computer
crash of 2014”
My laptop started to act “funny”. It
slowed down, wouldn’t let me into the
browser, made a few “clicking” noises.
You would think I would take these little
hints and get out the external hard drive
and do a major back up? No, I was lazy. I
kept thinking the lap top would correct
itself! Then it happened. One morning, I
tried to log on and I got NOTHING! Oh boy, the yell “My Photographs!!!”
could be heard around the world (well, around the block at least!)
When we think about the hours we have spent, in extreme weather, in
far off places and with our expensive photography equipment being
lugged around from port to port, sometimes at the sacrifice of carry on
luggage, you would think that a person such as I, educated and smart,
would know to back up my work more often!
I was able to retrieve some of the photos, thanks to Chris at Staples,
who did not even blink an eye when I dropped off the laptop with the
same concern I have dropping off a sick pet at the vets. “Please, do all
you can to save it.” Now I have about 1500 of my almost 4000 photos
back, all JPG’s. They are all in one big fat folder and not the nicely
named individual folders that I had created before. Now I have to go
through them, one by one, and re-locate them. Or do I? Is it really
possible that I never really wanted to keep these photos after all?
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Was it a blessing that I “lost” them in the first place? I get to go out
and start afresh! I re-installed Lightroom and named a brand new
catalogue. I went out shooting three days in a row and have started to
fill new folders, with barely a thought for the work I already had.
So you see, it is not the end of the world if we lose photos. Most of
them can be taken again. It is a lesson learned. If I really do like a
photo enough to pay to have it framed then I should make sure I have
a copy of it somewhere. As for the rest of them, well, it was fun taking
them and I learned a lot in the processing of them but really, I am an
amateur photographer who likes to go out on long drives on the
weekend and hope to find a nice scene to record, I am not a
professional, never will be, so it really doesn’t matter.
Have fun with your cameras over the summer. Take chances, get up
early and shoot a sun rise or go out with your tripod and get the
perfect firework shot. Put on your macro and see what you can find on
the sand at the beach or slow down the shutter and capture the flight
of the birds. If you lose the photo later on, then so be it. Look at what
you learned along the way!
I have enjoyed writing these pieces every month. I hope some of the
members have read them! I am now finished my role as president of
NPC and so I sign off with a heartfelt “Thank you” to Larry for putting
this newsletter together every month and to my executive members
who have supported me, encouraged me and worked very hard to
make NPC the amazing club that it is.
( And we thank

you,

Elaine, for your steadfast dedication as

president, for the many hours you have spent over these past two
years, attending to a myriad of details and always with a positive,
reassuring attitude and that cute, little grin! You are a Sweetheart!)
(Ed.)
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Stan Kicak
I was born and raised in Toronto in the High
park area. The park was minutes away and
I spent a great time around Grenadier Pond,
the zoo and biking through the many paths.
During my childhood we visited both my
grandparents who lived in Keswick, Ontario
and Kitchener. My grandfather’s farm gave
me ample room to play with all sorts of
wildlife and walk miles through the natural
surroundings of the farm. He raised steers,
pigs and chickens.
I inherited my
father’s old European
camera before I was
a teen. A basic
machine with a
single lens and a
simple built in light
meter. Having an
interest in both
photography and film
I became the family
photographer. I
learned the basics of photography through trial and error. During my
high school years I volunteered and photographed for the yearbook
and later edited my university yearbook.
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I wound, shot and developed my own black and white film. These
skills and my interest in drawing led me to a career in broadcasting.
The Radio and Television Arts program at Ryerson combined my
interests of sound, video and design. I graduated from Ryerson in 1989
where I worked for a few years before leaving Toronto.

I worked in a few post productions facilities creating programs for
network television. My wife and I moved to Port Hope in the early
nineties where we started our family. We
eventually moved to Cobourg where we
presently live. I worked as the Program
Coordinator for the local cable station
until 1997. I now work for the Kawartha
Pine Ridge District School Board as a
Graphic Designer and Multimedia
Specialist where I still combine all the
skills that I have honed and continue to
learn new ones in this ever changing
world of technology.

I have photographed and created team photos during my daughter’s
hockey career and utilize my skills in my daily work in design and
photo manipulation and recovery. Modern photography and design
software has enabled so much change from the old darkroom days.
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My family and I have travelled a bit. Not as much as we would like. We
have been to Disney World in Florida, Mexico, New York City and a
northern cottage that we rent each year with friends. Most of my
photography is archival. The recording of our adventures together.
When my memory fails I can look at these photographs and remember
where I have been. If I remember where I saved them.
My first purchased
camera system was an
Olympus OM-2N. I
purchased it while in
high school and
collected a few lenses
for it. When I finally
looked at purchasing a
digital SLR, I discovered that Olympus sold an adaptor for old lenses
which made me decide to stay with Olympus. The adaptor doubled the
focal length on my original lenses when on my new camera.
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Photography is fun. I like to capture everything and anything. From the
smallest crab to a panoramic vista. What I have discovered in myself
is a greater passion for photography because of the great images
screened during our monthly meetings.
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submitted by Susanne Pacey
It was a very touching
ceremony honouring Tom
MacMillan on May 10 at Victoria
Hall which I'm very glad I had
the opportunity to witness. The
combining of the Cobourg
Concert Band and the Cobourg
Legion Pipe Band was
impressive and brought tears to
many eyes. Ted Amsden’s
original poem about Tom was
recited from memory and with actions evocative of Tom. Many words
of praise were heard from people of all ages. The cairn, placed in front
of Victoria Hall, has a picture of Tom dressed as the Town Crier on one
side, one of him dressed as the Drum Major for the Cobourg Concert
Band on the opposite side and words on the
front that give many reasons why he was
beloved of many
people in Cobourg.
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Tom came to some of the NPC’s events
as Town Crier, lending his dignified
presence and giving our events a special
flare.

Tom will be missed and
remembered with affection
by many.
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NPC Photography Exhibition
An excellent opportunity for NPC members to display their photographs is
with “Art In The Mall”, sponsored by the Arts Council of Northumberland and
the Northumberland Mall. This would be for the months of August, September
and October. See below for more information.

Art in the Mall
Sponsored by Arts Council of Northumberland and
Northumberland Mall, Cobourg
Event date: August, September and October, 2014
Deadline for entries: June 15, 2014 at 5:00 pm
To participate in juried art show you must
• be a member of Arts Council of Northumberland;
• pay a one-time non-refundable jury fee of $10 via PayPal; and
• if accepted, sit at the gallery during the exhibition for two three-hour
shifts each month
To submit a request for consideration
• Visit http://northumberlandarts.ca/gallery for form(s) and details
. Submit entry form, Become a member, Pay $10 jury fee
After paying jury fee, email the following to Duane Schermerhorn at
draydesign@draydesign.com
• Artist name, Artist address in full, Email address, Phone numbers
• Three images in .jpg format
• For each image include: title, medium, dimensions, price, artists
name
Upon acceptance to show your works
• Submit a) one-page containing artist’s biography; and b) a one-page
artist’s statement
• Deliver same or comparable works to be shown/sold at Art in the Mall
on July 28, 2014
• Pay 20% commission on all sales to Arts Council of Northumberland
• Be responsible for own theft and damage insurance coverage

For information: Duane Schermerhorn, 905-377-9253
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Minutes of May 21 NPC Executive meeting.
st

In attendance: Laurie Robertson, Bob Robertson, Andreas Gada, Larry
Keeley,Alasdair Gillespie, Al Short, Chloe Craig, Patricia Calder, Elaine
Amenta, Bill Hornbostel, Howard Goodfellow. Regrets: Bonnie Brown
Record of proposals and motions.
1) Financial proposal – To create 3 funds inside the NPC account
Special activity and capital acquisitions, Reserve, Operations
Motion made by Andreas, Seconded by Alasdair, Passed unanimously
2) Allocation of funds as follows: $5000 capital acquisitions, special
events and projects, $3000 emergency reserve, Balance to operations
Motion made by Laurie, Seconded by Andreas, Passed unanimously
3) Not renew CAPA membership: Motion made by Laurie, Seconded by
Bob, Passed unanimously
4) Add $150 to budget to pay for new speaker cases: Motion made by
Andreas,Seconded by Bob, Passed unanimously
5) Books to be corrected to show membership fees collected.
Motion made by Laurie, Seconded by Al, Passed unanimously
6) Membership fee to stay at $40: Motion made by Laurie, Amended by
Bob to cancel the $60 family membership, Seconded by Patricia
Passed 5 votes to 2 opposed and I abstention
Other business:
is followed and the correct forms used. These projects will be brought
to the executive by the Outreach chair.
executive. Meeting adjourned at 9:45pm.
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Sharon Janushewski
In the recent Pine Ridge Arts
Council Juried Photography
Exhibition a former NPC member,
Sharon Janushewski won first prize.
Congratulations, Sharon and what a
beautiful photograph!!! (submitted
by proud husband and former NPC
member, Nick Janushewski.)

Dawn Knudsen
Spirit of the Hills Art Association invited
members to submit art for the 10th annual
show of juried art in Belleville at the John
Parrott Art Gallery. This gallery has been in
existence since 1973 and has exhibited
work by local, national and international
artists. It is the only Public Art Gallery of
the Quinte Region.
This photo, titled "Nfld Scene - Norris Point",
was submitted and accepted for the show.

The Monitor

Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter

Chris Cromien
Cobourg Beach

Dawn Knudsen’s fisheye view of a kayaker at Cobourg Pier. Note the two
indistinct parasurfers in the distance.

Mary Talbot, Chloe Craig and
Allan Short in the midst of a
forest filled with several
hundreds of junked automobiles
at a site north of Newtonville.
Photo submitted by Larry
Keeley.
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Larry Keeley

Genesis
I have just finished reading a fascinating book titled
“Genesis”, recently donated to the NPC library by Brian Hart.
A collaborative production by photographer Sebastiago
Salgado and his wife/editor, concept and designer, Lelia
Wanick Salgado, it is a huge book! Coffee table size, if you
have a large table. Two inches thick (ok – 4.75 cm) and 14 x
10 inches in length and width. And it must weigh a good 8
lbs.! It contains 517 pages of the most beautiful black and
white photographs one could ever hope to see. Divided into
five sections, it illustrates a long-term project to explore and
capture the beauty of nature across the globe.
As Sebastiago writes in his forward, “The subjects of our
research – landscapes, animals and peoples – often
overlapped. In designing this book, we have therefore opted
for five broad chapters, each representing a large region
that may also embrace several major ecosystems. The
result is a mosaic presented by nature itself.”
A big ‘thank you’ to Brian Hart for sharing this masterpiece
of prose and photography with our NPC members. If you
enjoy black and white photographs, you will be thrilled by
this book. Our NPC librarian, Dawn Knudsen, will sign it out
on a ‘ first come’ basis. Check it out but return it soon. This
is a ‘must see treasure’ for all of our members.

