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Outreach Jeannie Gane.

President’s Message by Howard Goodfellow
I am cruising on the Yangtze river in China. No lack of
photo opportunities. It is amazing to watch everyone with
every kind of cameras and cell phones and tablets take
thousands and thousands of pictures. What an amazing
world of technology we live in. Being an engineer, of
course, we visited the three Gorges Dam yesterday – world’s largest dam, a
$ 24 billion US project with relocation of 1.4 million people.
On NPC business, I have a few things to remind you of upcoming activities.
Remember to start to select your 10 photos for our December meeting-details
to come. Mark the date for our 20th birthday party at Best Western on May
2nd-more details to come. I am also looking for another 1-2 volunteers for
our long term strategic plan. (2020?). It is not a big commitment- a couple
meetings and some big picture discussions. I will be the leader for this
activity.
I would like to thank all of the volunteers who help make this club a fun and
vibrant organization. This includes our slideshow team, meeting setup and
takedown, snacks and coffee, monitor editor, executive team and all of their
responsibilities. It makes my job so much easier. See you November 2nd.
Howard’s Nuit Blanche photos.
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Witch Bay Castle
Article and photographs submitted
by NPC Point ‘n Shooter:

Russ Donaldson
This past week, I took the
Bride away to the Eastern
Townships of Quebec to celebrate
her birthday. Actually, she says
it’s the anniversary of her 39th
birthday, she just doesn’t say which anniversary ! Other than that, my lips
are sealed , but I digress .........
While driving the back roads to capture the colours with my trusty point &
shoot camera, I stumbled upon the
tiny village of Fitch Bay, population
1038, and came across the
strangest sight.
I was truly blown out of the water.
Everything else in town was farming
related and pretty run down at
that. I quickly stopped the car and
for the next 20 minutes I was
captivated by what my camera was
recording.
This village that some inhabitants have renamed "Witch Bay", in Quebec’s
Eastern Townships, is actually Fitch Bay, which I am told is filled with dancing
and twirling witches on nights when there’s a full moon and especially on All
Hallows’ Eve?
Legend has it that at the end of the 18th century, a Native American woman,
named Amanda, would sometimes appear from out of the shadows in the small
village of Fitch Bay. She wore a dark coat and had a dishevelled appearance
and tousled hair.
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Amanda was considered an outcast by
the villagers and sowed fear amongst
some of its inhabitants. They felt she
came from somewhere intangible, obscure
and mystical.
She was said to possess gifts that made
her able to heal the bodies and spirits of
those who crossed her path. On nights
when there was a full moon, she used
herbs and plants to make miraculous potions and visited the bedsides of the
sick and infirm, her bag filled with these healing remedies. Despite the help
she generously provided, her disturbing looks, lame legs and her gift of
premonition made her a threatening presence in the eyes of some villagers.
They were scared of her healing abilities and were hostile to her each time
she appeared.
Many years passed, and the lonely witch turned to the natural elements. She
talked to the flowers and trees, had conversations with wild animals, danced
with the stars, howled with the wolves and communed with all the storms that
darkened the sky. Fitch Bay villagers sometimes witnessed Amanda’s strange
habits and wrongly believed she was casting curses on them. They quickly
sealed the fate of this mysterious
creature. She was hanged on
November 1, 1800, near the bay.
However, they didn’t realize that
witches never entirely disappear.
Even in death, they retain the
power to perpetuate their
traditions, including appointing a
woman to ensure their succession.
The story says that more than a
century passed before Amanda
selected her worthy and unique replacement.
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She (her replacement) was born near the
village that Amanda used to visit. She tried
to deny her skills of divination but, in spite
of herself, was guided by an indescribable
force to the site of Witch Bay. Seduced by
the mysterious charm of the place and
overwhelmed by a sense of bewitchment, she
set up shop for good in a haunted chateau in
the area.
She renovated the old chateau and
revered it as if it had always been
hers. A witness to spells and many
arcane events, she devoted herself
to occult rituals and secret
practices. It is said she welcomed
the soul of Amanda into her body
where she now lived at peace with
people and nature. She can still be seen sometimes, coming out of the shadows
along the banks of the river or on the grounds of her chateau, a smile on her
face, a transparent and dancing shadow
trailing behind her….......
This was indeed one of the more unique
photo opportunities that have been
presented to me in a long time.
That’s my story and I’m sticking to it!
Hope you enjoyed my point & shoot
images.
Russ Donaldson
Ed. Note: You can imagine my surprise and delight when I realized Russ was
writing about, and showing images of my ‘home-town area.” Many happy years
of my life were spent growing up in this beautiful countryside which, as Russ
has confirmed, is home to many scary characters. I managed to escape!
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“Best Photograph In Show” Award
Presented to NPC Member:

Stuart Morley
“A gem of a gallery, the Visual Arts Center
of Clarington, unknown to many of us, is
having its 35th Juried Show. The Gallery is
one of the best in the Durham & Northumberland area and I am glad to
endorse it. I have been submitting images to this mixed media venue for over
ten years and this is my second award for Best Photograph in Show.
The Northumberland Photo Group have been
represented in the past. Last year, Isabel

Veldhuis won best photograph in show & Bill
Hornbostel has also won the same award some
years back.
Just a reminder to all who wish to submit images
in Juried Shows: there are as many rejections
as acceptances & sometimes more of the former.
I was fortunate for this year’s event to have
both of my images accepted.” (Stuart Morley)

<<< The name of the image which
won the award is called “
Architect's Dream “

Ed. Note: Congratulations, Stuart, on receiving this very impressive award!
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Our Mini Vacation To The Eastern Townships
Of Quebec submitted by Russ Donaldson
Thursday
afternoon after a
quick lunch at
McDonalds in
Magog, we headed
out for the
western side of
Lake Memphremagog, to a very small village called
Austin where we found this Abbey, located in the
middle of nowhere, you might say. The Abbey of
Saint-Benoit-du-Lac …… very impressive. Built in
1912, I believe.
The monks run a small retail outlet in the basement
and we managed to leave the premises $50 lighter ….
But, in return, we had a lot of cheese, Christmas
cake and, of course, some very rich chocolate.
The interior of the Abbey is very colourful. We
discovered that we could stay there for $60 pp per night including meals, but
we had to sleep in separate quarters. After 55 years of married life
together, we decided that our hotel in North Hatley, Manoir Hovey, was
probably more our style.
As you can see by the image below, the countryside was a blaze of colour.
There was a photograph to be taken around every corner.
(See images next page for more
examples of Russ’ “carefully crafted
compositions.”>>>>>>>>>>>>>)
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I hope you have enjoyed my story and images.
Quebec is indeed one of our favourite Canadian
destinations. So much exploring to be done
with so little time to do it in.
Russ
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Items of interest to our members.
1.The Oshawa Camera Club, now in its 76th year, will be holding our annual
exhibition on Thursday, May 14, 2015. The show is a presentation of the
images produced by our amazing and gifted photographers. This year, the
event is being held at The Regent Theatre on King St E in Oshawa (free
parking at the Mary Street Parking garage after 6 p.m.). There will be print
viewing before the show and during the intermission in the theatre mezzanine
level. In addition, there will be a cash bar during the intermission. A copy
of a poster with details of the event, is attached.
Tickets are $10 per person. I hope you will be able to attend. Please
contact me to arrange to get advanced tickets.
Thanks, Sharon Janushewski President, Oshawa Camera Club
www.oshawacameraclub.ca
Submitted by Sharon Janushewski
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

2. It never stops! Here is a link to the new EIGHTY megapixel Phase One
medium format camera system. Check out the video at bottom of the page
http://www.gizmag.com/phase-one-xf-medium-format-camera-system/37834/
Submitted by Terry Carpenter
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
3. My Computer Club has discovered a WEB Site that will check other WEB
Sites to see if they are safe to use. The Scam Checker WEB Site is :
http://www.scamadviser.com Enter any WEB Site URL in the space provided.
Click on “Check It Now” ….. Give it a few seconds to evaluate and then it will
tell you if it is a safe site or not. It’s a free service, and could be handy if
you are unsure of a WEB Site’s validity. Just thought you might be
interested.

Submitted by Russ Donaldson
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NPC FEATURED
PHOTOGRAPHER......
DAN KNIGHT

!!!

Greetings fellow NPC members!
My journey with our club began in the Fall of
2012, shortly after my retirement from the teaching profession. I grew up in
Toronto, Agincourt to be exact, and attended the University of Toronto for
my undergraduate degree (B.P.H.E.) and the Faculty of Education at Queen's
University (B.Ed.).
My teaching career began with the
Peel Board of Education. Marriage and
the desire to live in a smaller
community led to a move to
Northumberland. The majority of my
thirty
year
career in teaching was spent locally at the
former Cobourg District Collegiate Institute
East (now Cobourg Collegiate Institute) as a
Physical and Health Education teacher,
department chair, athletic director, and coach.
My love of the out-of-doors was fostered
through my background in outdoor and
experiential education.
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This fueled my love of outdoor pursuits including canoeing, kayaking, camping,
cross country skiing, and snowshoeing. Later, a passion for cycling emerged
and became my 'exercise of choice'.

I can't ever remember not having a camera, and
have always tried to document the people, places, and things that have
intersected with my life.

Certainly the age of digital cameras really got things going for me as I
progressed through a variety of point-and-shoot cameras, which led to my
first DSLR in 2007.
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I have shot Canon since the beginning,
progressing through the Rebel series XT and
XSi to the 60D, 7D, 70D, and now the full
frame 6D that I absolutely love shooting with.

11
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Event shooting, sports photography, and
documenting various school activities made
up the bulk of my shooting early on.

A number of my school sports photos were used in the local newspapers and I
was the resident 'sports photographer' for the school's yearbook, providing
most of the 'action' photos for the yearbook publishers to use.
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Since retirement, I have had the opportunity to no
longer be the teacher, and instead be the student.
In addition to our club's workshops and monthly
meetings, I have attended courses and workshops
with Rob Stimpson (Haliburton School of the Arts) as
well as Darwin Wiggett and Samantha Chrysanthou
(oopoomoo.com).

I feel like I've only just begun to
scratch the surface in learning about
creating images with a camera. By
looking through the lens, I have

learned to view the world around me
differently; more intimately, more
creatively, and more appreciatively.
Without a doubt, it is in nature, wildlife,
and landscape photography
where my passion and interest
exist.
Immersing myself in the outof-doors with camera in hand
trying to capture a variety of
flora, fauna, and scenery is
undoubtedly my favorite
pastime. Whether it be
Algonquin Park or Peter's
Woods, throughout the seasons,
the natural world around us is a treasure trove for a photographer like me!
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“Looking Up” submitted by Susanne Pacey
At the beginning of October we spent a week in the
Barrie area and visited a number of towns such as
Orillia, Collingwood and Port Perry. The thing I
enjoyed most was looking up at
the interesting architecture.
In my opinion, the brick work
done at the time when these
buildings were built cannot
compare with anything modern
that I have seen in the way of
interest and beauty.
I took these pictures with my cell phone. What a
wonderful tool to have in
your handbag or pocket
when you don’t want to
carry around a camera or
didn't expect to be
taking pictures.

So my advice to you is : wherever you
happen to be - around town or out enjoying
nature - don't forget to look up!

The Monitor

Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter

.

Help Portrait Northumberland
This event is a way for those with passion and skills to give back to the
community. Help Portrait was started in the states but has become a
worldwide event and on December 5, 2015 Northumberland will be taking
part for a second year. Photographers, make-up professionals and hair
stylists will be on hand to make those in need feel special for a day. Last
year we helped about 35 families and I am aiming to help 50 or more this
year. In order to do that I need help, I am still looking for two more
portrait photographers with their own lights and backdrop, 3 editors and
possibly someone to do the printing (we have a printer to use on site).
So, please, if you would like to help out, e-mail me at
craigchloe@hotmail.com. Thank you!! Chloe

Sandra Peters submits the following:
I made this photograph of my granddaughter,
Riley, into a poster which is displayed in her
mom's JK/SK classroom surrounded by a series of
quotes about the value of play.

15
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Larry Keeley

A Simple Little Thing, But..........
In Algonquin Park, a few days ago, I found myself
struggling to capture an image of a red maple tree growing along a rock face
at the edge of a small lake. The colours I saw on my camera’s monitor screen
were either too dull or were washed out, even though the histogram indicated
perfect exposure. I tried every variation of shutter speed, aperture and ISO
I could think of; however, no matter what settings I used, I simply could not
get the vivid colours I was looking at. A photographer friend, sensing my
frustration, thought for a moment and then suggested my camera might be set
on auto ISO. This had not occurred to me, as I always shoot in raw, manual
mode but, when I checked, sure enough, the auto ISO had indeed been turned
on. Later, when I had a chance to look at my camera’s menu, I saw how easily
this could happen. Turned to the OFF position, I was now able to capture the
effect I wanted. A simple little thing, but a valuable lesson learned.
Many, many THANK YOUs to
the members who submitted
articles and photographs for
this edition of our
newsletter. David O’Rourke,
our Outings Director, has
arranged some exciting
image-capturing excursions
for us. The Monitor is a
great place to display some
of your favourite images!

